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Letter from the Chair 
 

Greetings, 
 
As you thumb through the pages of this 2010        
Raytown Chamber of Commerce directory, you will 
find some new information, and, more importantly,    
a new attitude. 
 

Sure, there is the normal listing of our faithful members and how to 
reach them. Also, you will encounter a compilation of other agencies 
that we hope you find helpful. These are the things you expect to 
find. However, you probably would not anticipate seeing double the 
amount of information about the community. 
 
It might be easy to miss how this reflects a shift in the mission and 
direction of this chamber. We have renewed our commitment to 
bettering the quality of life for those in and around Raytown by    
serving as an advocate and organizer for the business community; 
whether they are members are not. 
 
This publication is just one of the communication tools that we use 
to help you connect within the community. We hope that you will 
also interact with us through our online presence. Be sure to visit us 
at www.raytownchamber.com. 
 
Thank you for being part of the Greater Raytown Community! 

 
Sincerely, 
Ben Helt 
2010 Chairman of the Board 
Owner, Benetti’s Coffee Experience 



Andrew Loos 
Missouri Funeral Care 
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Welcome 
 

On November 16, 1929 the Raytown  
Chamber of Commerce was incorporated. 
Over the years the Chamber expanded its   
boundaries and updated its mission       
statements and purposes. A new building, 
totally funded by a capital campaign, was 
erected at its current site on the corner of 
59th and Raytown Trafficway in 1988.  
 

Now known as the Raytown Area Chamber 
of Commerce, our boundaries include the 
32-square-mile area of the Raytown School 
District, and beyond. We sit in the heart of 
the Kansas City, Missouri metropolitan    
area and serve as a crossroads to many   
destinations. We are, and will continue to 
be, a community excited about living, playing 
or working in this great place we call home.  
The Raytown Chamber is at the heart of 
many community activities, including the 
largest community event, the Raytown   
SummerFest & BBQ Cookoff normally held 
the second full weekend in June.   
 

The Raytown Chamber has always been, and 
currently remains, an advocate of the     
businesses in this community, and our focus 
is on a successful business future. In today’s 
world, working hard is not enough. You 

need to work smart, looking for the best 
opportunities to increase your visibility, and 
maximize your chances for success. That’s 
where the Chamber fits into your business 
plan – membership in the Chamber is one of 
the wisest investments you will ever make. 
 

As we have grown over the last 80 years and 
look to the future, we can help your      
business grow in a number of ways.       
Membership in the Raytown Chamber     
provides you with a multitude of ways to 
increase your visibility within the business 
community. Chamber membership opens 
the door to a wealth of opportunity, benefits 
and services. 
 

How to Use Your Chamber 
 

The Raytown Chamber works for you.      
To receive a maximum return on your    
investment, we encourage you to GET    
INVOLVED in your Chamber. 
 

Each time you attend a Chamber program 
you have an opportunity to expand your 
network and potential customer base.     
Programs are designed to provide you with 
the knowledge you need for your business 
to succeed. Involve yourself in one of       
the numerous Chamber committees or 
events to promote your business through 
networking, advertising, and exhibiting,     
and increase your knowledge through     
informative educational seminars. 



Chamber Events 
The Raytown Chamber provides a number of 
opportunities for members to network,    
advertise, socialize and learn. 
 
ANNUAL CHAMBER CELEBRATION 
The Chamber’s new year begins in early   
winter with an annual celebration.  Retiring 
officers are honored and new leaders       
introduced at this elegant celebration of the 
new year. The Chamber’s annual awards are 
given out at this event including Business of 
the Year, Small Business of the Year,      
Chamber Person of the Year, and Volunteer 
of the Year. 
 
RAYTOWN NIGHT AT THE MAVERICKS 

New for 2010,      
the Chamber will 
sponsor a night    
during the inaugural 
season of  the      
Missouri Mavericks.      
Pro Hockey is back   
in the Midwest and 

we hope the community comes out and    
supports this new event.   
 
RAYTOWN NIGHT AT THE ROYALS 

What an  amaz ing      
community event for   
the past 20 years! The 
Chamber sponsors this 
special night – the largest 
Kansas City Royals   
baseball community night 
in the metropolitan area. 
Members and their   

families and employees come out to enjoy   
this great American pastime. 
 
LEGISLATIVE RECEPTION & LUNCHEON 
Each year the Chamber hosts a reception and 
luncheon for federal, state, county and local 
elected officials. Business members have   
opportunities to visit directly with these  
special people who have a large impact on our 
business community. 

ABOUT THE CHAMBER 
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Raytown SummerFest is a two-day event   
featuring live entertainment, a carnival, over 
75 vendors, and a Kansas City Barbeque   
Society-sanctioned event. Held in June,       
the BBQ Cookoff is a qualifying contest for 
the nationally known American Royal       
Barbeque Cookoff and other national events. 
Hundreds of cooks, volunteers, judges, and 
staff host one of the largest barbeque contests 
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in the area. Open to the public and with    
entertainment for the entire family,         
SummerFest is the largest community event – 
made possible by Chamber volunteers and        
sponsors.  Look for the event to be even 
bigger and better in 2010! 
 
GOLF TOURNAMENT 

The Chamber is proud to 
sponsor a golf tournament 
each year. Members and 
their guests enjoy a day     
of fun, prizes, team       
competition, food and    
networking.  Several years 
ago, the Chamber partnered 
with the Raytown Rotary 
Club to combine efforts to 
provide a quality event to its 
participants. 

 

Special Services 
AWARD CEREMONIES 
Upon request, the Chamber will conduct 
groundbreaking and/or ribbon-cutting       
ceremonies for businesses just opening,    
expanding, or moving to a new location. 
Chamber membership is required. 

 
BUSINESS REFERRALS 
The Chamber office receives daily telephone 
inquiries for local business services. As a 
member, you will be referred. 

MONTHLY LUNCHEONS 
Monthly membership luncheons are scheduled 
on the fourth Wednesday of the month, and 
the location is rotated within the Raytown 
area. An average of 100 Chamber members 
and guests attend these luncheons, and are 
provided a variety of programs and speakers. 

 
MONTHLY MORNING COFFEES 
Each month a Chamber member hosts the 
morning coffee at their business location.  
Come by anytime between 7:30 and 8:30 a.m. 
to have a cup of coffee and network with 
other businesses within the community.  As 
an added bonus, this is a great way to find out 
what a business can offer to you. 
 
MAILING LABELS 
We make it easy for your business to mail to 
companies within our service area. Up-to-
date mailing labels are available to meet your 
specific needs for a nominal fee. 
 
HEALTH INSURANCE PROGRAMS 
Small business health insurance programs are 
offered through programs in the Chamber. 
These are independent insurance plans that 
cater to Chamber members. 
 

Publications 
CHAMBER WEBSITE 
Each active member is listed on the Chamber 
website at www.raytownchamber.com.     
Directory advertisements are posted, and the 
websites of advertisers are linked for easy 
access. Links to schools, government sites, 
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MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 
Each month our newsletter, Chamber     
Connections, is published and mailed to each 
member company and their member         
representatives. Business news and success is 
highlighted in this monthly publication, and 
low-cost advertising opportunities are      
available. This newsletter can also be accessed 
online through the Chamber’s website. 
 
CHAMBER “C MAIL” 
Weekly broadcast faxes and emails are     
transmitted to members, providing updated 
information and details on special events.   
Helping to keep the lines of communication 
open.   
 
OFFICE DISPLAYS 
Display cases and racks are available in the 
Chamber office for the display of member 
brochures and information. 

and other informational sites are provided as 
well. 
 

CITY MAP  (SEE PAGE 44) 
The Chamber publishes a street map in     
conjunction with the city and the school   
district that highlights the Raytown area. 
These maps are used by area residents, real 
estate agents and visitors, and are included in 
all relocation packets. 
 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY  
& COMMUNITY PROFILE 
Chamber members are listed three times – 
alphabetically, by business category, and       
by representative name. The Chamber     
encourages members to turn to the directory 
first when looking for a particular product   
or service. This publication has an annual 
circulation of over 1,500 copies, and        
advertising space is available exclusively to 
members. 

    Our custom cabinetry 

embellishes every room 

in your home with the 

style and distinction of 

fine furniture. 
 

    Each piece is designed 

and crafted through the 

care and attention of 

skilled artisans. 

 

O% Financing O% Financing O% Financing O% Financing     

Now AvailableNow AvailableNow AvailableNow Available    
 

10201 E. 65th Street 

Raytown MO 64133 

(816) 737-2300 www.shamrockcabinet.comwww.shamrockcabinet.comwww.shamrockcabinet.comwww.shamrockcabinet.com    
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Welcome from the Mayor 
 
It is my privilege to invite you, on 
behalf of our Board of Aldermen and 
our entire administration, to learn 
more about Raytown.  As you will 
soon learn, our community has much 
to offer you, your families, and your 
businesses.  We proudly continue to 
be recognized as a city with a warm 

community feeling, a variety of housing alternatives 
and great location with easy access to the rest of the 
metropolitan area.  Even in this slow economic    
climate we are seeing a new energy as residents and 
businesses alike are coming together and becoming 
even more proactive in directing our community’s 
future. 
 
Our longstanding relationship with the Chamber     
of Commerce is strong and mutually beneficial.        
A new synergy is also apparent with our economic 
development partners.  I am pleased that individual 
businesses around the community have chosen this 
past year, again despite slow economic conditions, to 
make new investments in Raytown.  We have seen 
existing businesses expand, new businesses re-locate, 
a new Walmart Super Center, and a new Hy-Vee 
among others.  We look forward to additional opportunities to partner with our businesses    
and those seeking to establish their business in Raytown.  We forecast that our economic     
development focus will be even more heightened with the origination of an economic           
development administrator and economic entity in the coming year. 
 
For years our school district has been recognized for their excellence; the numerous families, 
who could live anywhere in the metropolitan area, who are choosing Raytown as their        
community can attest to this. We are working hard to make sure they feel welcome and are 
invited to join us in making Raytown’s future bright. 
 
We are a community that builds on the success of the past and is innovative in adapting itself for 
a great future.  There is much more that could be said about this new community energy, but in 
some ways you just have to experience it for yourself.  
Come see for yourself all that Raytown has to offer. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Mayor David W. Bower 
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Raytown began as a Santa Fe Trail stop just 
eight miles south of Independence, and is 
probably the second oldest town in Jackson 
County.  Prior to the 1820’s when Pioneers 
began to settle in the area, it was a part of the 
land possessed by the Osage Indians.  After 
the Indians left this area, Jackson County was 
organized in December of 1826.  The county 
was named after Andrew Jackson, who later 
became the seventh President of the      
United States.  General Jackson had become 
nationally famous as a hero in the War of 
1812, he symbolized American strength.   
 
The opening of the Santa Fe Trail increased 
the number of people coming into the area,   
as this was the final "jumping off" point for 
settlers and adventurers heading west. Cattle, 
oxen, fruits and vegetables were purchased 
from the farmers already in the area. Soon 
blacksmiths, wagon makers and iron workers 
were coming from the east to add their much 
needed skills to the growing number of wagon 
trains.  As more and more travelers pushed 
westward along the Santa Fe and  Oregon 
trails, pioneers, predominately from Kentucky 
and Virginia, began to settle in numbers.  They 
discovered an area of high wooded ridges that 
reminded them of the shrouded Blue Ridge 
Mountains of their former homes.  They 
named the land Blue Ridge, and the adjoining 
streams, the Big Blue and Little Blue Rivers. 
 
Several tradesmen set up businesses along the 
trail.  William Ray, born in Butler County, 

Ohio, in 1808 was a 
b l a c ksm i th  who 
moved to     Jackson 
County around 1848 
and established his 
shop right on the 
Santa Fe Trail. Ray’s 
blacksmith shop was 
located at a cross-
roads, where the 
Santa Fe Trail was 
crossed by other 
important trails, and 
became known as a  

center of trails, a meeting place, and a starting 
and leaving point.  Ray’s shop became a    
landmark for this area.  He had a thriving 
business repairing wagons before settlers 
headed out onto the trails.  Raytown was 
known as the “Lost Township” for about 20 
years.  When Jackson County had been    
surveyed in 1826, a surveyor had said this 
land with tough prairie grass and no trees was 
“no good” and not worth measuring.      
However, the farmers disagreed with him.   
 
By 1850, William Ray's blacksmith shop     
was well established on what is now the    
intersection of 63rd & Raytown Road. He 
purchased the seven acres of land for $72.16. 
At this time, the citizens of the area began 
clamoring for more and better roads to   
Kansas City and Independence where the 
major markets for their goods existed.         
In 1860, commissioners were appointed and 
consequently laid out and approved what is 
now Raytown Road. William Ray's shop, 
therefore, became a geographic landmark and 
is mentioned twenty-seven times in the next 
fourteen months of county court proceedings. 
William Ray himself appears to have been 
something of a landmark also, for by 1854, his 
neighbors were referring to the town as 
"Ray's Town," and eventually, "Raytown." 
Henry Ray describes his grandfather as a 
"quiet person with dark hair and blue eyes, 
stocky build, and a little over medium height." 
William Ray and his family moved to Oregon 
in 1853 to be with his married children.      
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He died on August 18, 1874. A marker today 
stands on the site of his blacksmith shop in his 
memory. 
 
In March of 1872, two villages – Raytown    
and Little Blue, were organized into       
B r o ok i n g  T own s h i p .    
Brooking Township was 
named in memory of a  
Jackson County court judge, 
Honorable Alvan Brooking 
(1796-1857). He had      
purchased 800 acres of land 
in 1839 for $500.  (This area 
is approximately between 
47th and 59th streets from 
Raytown Rd. to Blue Ridge Boulevard.)  The 
land eventually was donated and helped form 
the Round Grove School and the West Fork 
Baptist Church.  JJ Robinson, a Raytown 
preacher and one of Jackson County’s most 
respected  citizens at the time, wrote the 
following: “This is the name of a new town-
ship formed out of territory heretofore in-
cluded in Blue and Washington townships.  It 
is the center of Jackson County and embraces 
a large portion of the county’s finest land.  It 
is a good    farming country, having good land, 
good water and good timber, three qualities 
not often found near each other.”  Records 
show that Raytown had one store and sad-
dlers’ shop, one blacksmith shop, a doctor’s 
office, a post office, a schoolhouse, one meet-
ing house, and a Masonic hall at the time. 
 
Farmers in the area sold corn and pork and 
other supplies to the travelers, and many 
offered their land as a resting stop.  One of 
the favorite campsites belonged to Archibald 
Rice and his wife, Sally, who also had         
volunteered comfort and care for the ill   
during the cholera plague.  The Rice farm 
house and a slave cabin were among the few 
buildings left standing during Quantrill’s Civil 
War raids, and are preserved to this day in 
the City of Raytown.  Another favorite    
camping spot was the Jesse Barnes farm, also 
known as Cave Springs. (see pgs. 22-27) 
 

Jackson County land was eagerly sought and 
large plantations were developed along the 
trails.  During the Civil War period, “Order 
No. 11” caused civilians to leave their homes 
and abandon their farms, bringing civilization 
to a standstill for six years.  Following the war 

many years of recovery were 
needed to heal the wounds of 
the land and the people.   
  
From 1877 to the 1920-30’s, 
the principal occupations 
were grain farming, cattle 
raising, and dairying.  Raytown 
was still a community of  
farmers and businesses in 

1900.  The farmers’ main crops were corn, 
oats, hay, tobacco, and hemp.  Then the large 
farms became small truck farms with roadside 
produce stands, and subdivisions became 
popular for the Kansas City employed.  Many 
businesses were on Raytown Road at this 
time: S.G. Robinson General Store          
(6252 Raytown Road), J.J. Robinson        
Blacksmith Shop (6224 Raytown Road),     
William Jennings Building, a general store 
(6211 Raytown Road), and William Hall Grist 
Mill, later known as Raytown Feed and Fuel.  
The town also had a doctor’s office here.  
Frank Nile built a stable on 25 acres of land 
near 63rd and Laurel to house seven horses 
and a half-mile race track. Two churches were 
in the center of Raytown, the Raytown   
Christian Church and the Second Baptist 
Church.  One exciting thing in Raytown in 
1900 was the establishment of a rural mail 

Aunt Sophie’s Cabin 
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route.  Before 1871, area farmers shopping in 
Independence brought letters back with them.  
This mail was then deposited in a box      
fastened to a pole near William Ray’s     
Blacksmith shop.  In 1871, United States mail 
delivery became official in Raytown.         
Reverend J.J. Robinson became the first    
postmaster, and space was provided for a 
post office in his general store. 

Raytown did not grow much until the railroad 
was constructed in 1903.  Trains were     
considered safer and had the advantage of 
moving far more quickly than wagons.  The 
Rock Island Railroad Depot was moved from 
72nd and Woodson to just east of the old 
wooden bridge at 64th and Railroad Street in 
1913. After many unsuccessful attempts to 
make it a historical landmark, the building was 
torn down in the late 1980’s. 
 
Air travel began in Raytown on a 1500 foot 
runway in 1922.  It was near the southeast 
corner of Gregory Blvd. and Blue Ridge Blvd. 
on 156 acres of land just east of Cave Spring.  
The US Army took over the airport         
immediately after its construction.  They 
called it Richard’s Flying Field in honor of     
Lt. John F. Richards II, the first Kansas City 
officer to die while in the Army flying service.  
An average of thirty planes a month landed in 
Raytown from 1922-1924.  By 1925, several 
hundred planes stopped there each month.    
 
A 1926 Chamber of Commerce bulletin 
claimed that “airplanes from every section of 
the United States come to Richards Field to 
refuel before continental flights...it is used as 

an airplane training school for civilians and 
Army flyers.”   
 
The airmail contract was given to them         
in 1926, but was transferred to the KC    
Municipal Airport when it opened in 1927.  
Commercial Airways later leased the airport 
as a training center.  Charles Lindbergh    
received some of his early training at Richards 
Field.  In 1949, they renamed the field       
Ong Airport after its owner, William Ong.  
After the airport was used for instruction of 
Army, Navy, and Marine Corps pilots during 

A parade on the Rock Island railroad bridge in 1929 
(65th and Raytown Road)  



By 1961, Raytown covered more than ten 
square miles and had approximately 3,000 
residents.   
 
Raytown had nowhere to conduct the city’s 
business after incorporation and many     
peoples homes and basements were used for 
city business. In 1975 the new Raytown City 
Hall was built at 10000 East 59th Street.       
By that time, approximately 33,000 people 
called Raytown their home.   
 
Our community has changed from what it  
was in the past—from southern farmers      
to commuters; from plantations to housing 
developments; from large young families       
to senior citizens, and all these have had        
a special place in our history.  
 

REFERENCES: 
 

The Raytown Historical Society,  
Raytown Missouri USA, Raytown, MO:1999. 

 
Spradley, Mary Jane,  

Raytown, Missouri-A Glimpse at Its Past, Raytown, MO: 1999. 
 

www.raytown.mo.us/city/history.htm 
 

www.raytownchamber.com 
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World War II, the planes were used to dust 
crops.  This ended in 1952 when the airfield 
was subdivided into more than 405 lots for 
homes, now known as the “Gregory Heights” 
subdivision. 
 
Raytown had 450 citizens, good paved roads, 
and was a host to many tourists by 1926.  
Residents found recreation at Wildwood 
Lakes, Cave Springs, Nile’s racetrack, and 
Sunday afternoon pleasure watching airport 
stunt shows at Richard’s Flying Field.  Airmail 
planes stopped for service at the airport, and 
with the increased demand for new housing, 
schools, and churches - Raytown was      
growing. 

 

By the late 1940’s, people had been calling this 
area Raytown for almost a hundred years.  
But no steps had been taken to legally make it 
a city.  Kansas City was beginning to add 
more territory by annexing surrounding 
towns which could be accomplished with a 
majority vote from KC residents.  Raytown 
residents would have no voice in the matter.  
Citizens living in Raytown took much pride in 
their community and started signing petitions 
to remain a distinct place separate from    
Kansas City.   
 
 

After a public hearing was held, Raytown was 
incorporated as a city on July 17, 1950; the 
citizens wished to escape the 
annexation to Kansas City 
and to have a small           
self-governed town.  The 
area covered two square 
miles and consisted of 1,000 
people.  Homeowners in 
areas around the new city 
petitioned to be included.  

Opened in 1939 
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THE RAYTOWN HISTORICAL  
SOCIETY AND MUSEUM 
9705 East 63rd Street 
816-353-5033 
 

Dedicated to leaving a legacy to those that follow! 
 

www.raytownhistoricalsociety.org 
 

The Raytown Historical 
Society was founded in 
1966 by community 
minded citizens who   
were concerned that the 
history of Raytown was 
not being formal ly      

documented and   preserved.  
 

The researching, writing, gathering of       
photographs and the collecting of artifacts 
began with members of benevolent families 
coming forth to share their knowledge,    
genealogy and family mementoes. For the 
next 44 years, this project continued, in    
earnest. In 1982, Raytown’s first fire station 
was acquired to house all that had been    
collected.  The first charter members of the 
society numbered 50 and has since grown to 
282, at the present time. All of our events are 
open to the public. 
 

The Historical Society serves the community 
in a number of ways: Selecting important sites 
where historical markers are placed to inform 
and educate our community as to the        

key locations of our history; holding group 
discussions and programs to further the 
knowledge of the past as well as the present; 
maintaining a depository for all pertinent  
records concerning Raytown and its people.  
 

Historic tours, excellent rotating displays, 
dinners programs, hosting alumni groups, 
conducting special tours for students and 
various organizations are all part of the life at 
the Raytown Historical Museum. 
 

Whether you seek a step back in time or 
subjects of the current day, it can be found at 
your museum. Our trained volunteers are on 
duty to help you Wednesday-Saturday from 
10:00 until 4:00.  
 

Location 
The greatest benefit of Raytown’s geographic 
location is its access to the entire greater 
Kansas City area. Serving as a crossroads to 
surrounding communities, the City of      
Raytown is 10.4 square miles located      
southeast of downtown Kansas City. Both the 
Chamber and the Raytown Quality Schools 
serve a larger area of 32 square miles.       
Raytown has outstanding access to interstates 
435, 470 and 70. The 350 Highway link, in the 
ever-growing community of eastern Jackson 
County, makes Raytown an important      
economic development corridor. 
 

The Raytown area blends the best of        
urban and suburban life. Local, national and 
international businesses such as KCP&L,     
GE Energy, USA 800, Inc., and Ken-A-Vision 
Manufacturing Co., Inc. are located here.    
Our central location, low tax base, and strong 
workforce provide the necessary tools for 
success. Opportunities abound here, and       
a pattern of redevelopment and growth is 
apparent. 
 
Raytown’s stable and well-established      
community is located only minutes from 
downtown Kansas City, the Country Club 
Plaza, Nelson Art Gallery, Union Station,  
Lyric Theatre, Crown Center, the            



 

Proudly supporting the Chamber 
and its members since 1995 

 

10000 E. 59th Street  ● 816-737-6000 

www.raytown.mo.us 
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Kansas City Zoo, Starlight Theatre,          
Kansas Speedway, and the Music Hall-Bartle 
Hall. Sports fans can cheer on the Kansas City 
Chiefs, Missouri Mavericks, Kansas City    
Royals, and Kansas City Wizards.              
Raytowners are within minutes of the      
Truman Sports Complex, the Independence 
Events Center, Municipal and Kemper arenas 
and the new Sprint Center. These downtown 
facilities are home to the University of     
Missouri-Kansas City Roos basketball, and 
many concerts. 
 

The City of Raytown 
Raytown is moving forward and has         
positioned itself for a very bright future.     
This is evident as the city continues to      
experience redevelopment with over         
$49 million in new construction completed 
since January 2008.  In addition there is over 
$13 million in additional construction that is 
planned. Approximately two-thirds of the 
completed construction projects are       
comprised of publicly funded projects that 
have resulted in community reinvestment. 
These projects include construction of:  
 

• Two new fire stations; 

• New school district facilities including 
renovation and expansion of the Joe Herndon 
Career Center; a new middle school; a new 
early childhood education center; and       
expanded classroom space at Raytown High 
School, Raytown South High School and Blue 
Ridge Elementary School. In addition to these 
projects the School District opened a new 

elementary school at the beginning of the 
2009–2010 school year that is located just 
outside the corporate limits of Raytown. 

• New & rehabbed sanitary sewer lines; 

• A new gateway at the intersection of 
Raytown Road and Gregory Boulevard. 

 

The city will continue to invest in the       
community’s infrastructure with construction 
of a new $2.3 million 63rd Street bridge over 
the Rock Island Railroad corridor that will 
begin in late 2009. The new bridge will not 
only be able to accommodate vehicle traffic 
but also bicyclists and pedestrians and will 
feature additional enhancements making it a 
gateway to the Raytown Central Business 
District.  
 

The appearance of Raytown will continue to 
change in the coming years with the          
investment in the Highway 350 corridor.      
In 2009 the city celebrated the opening of a 
new Hy-Vee grocery store and the new    
Walmart Super Center. These projects are in 
addition to redevelopment of other         
properties along Highway 350, which have 
included the redevelopment of the former 
Ray Adams Toyota site at 11900 East          
350 Highway, and redevelopment of the    
former Stadium Honda property at 8809 East 
350 Highway.  
 

In addition to the Highway 350 corridor the 
appearance of the Raytown Central Business 
District has been transformed as the City 
completed demolition of the former Raytown 
First Baptist Church building in the Raytown 
Central Business District. The demolition will 
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make way for redevelopment of the 3.76-acre 
property that will provide opportunities for a 
mix of additional retailers, restaurants, offices 
and residences to locate in the Raytown  
Central Business District. 
 

Economic development will be taking another 
step forward with the city’s hiring of an    
Economic Development Administrator.      
The Economic Development Administrator, 
who will be onboard in 2010, will enable the 
city to achieve even greater     
economic growth and success.   
 

In addition to changes to the 
physical appearance of Raytown 
the demographic makeup of    
Raytown is also changing.     
Demographic projections show 
that Raytown is  getting younger.  
Over the past couple of decades 
Raytown has been seen as an aging 
community.  There is now       
evidence that Raytown is growing 
younger as long-time residents of         
single-family homes are downsizing 
to senior-oriented housing.  The 
result is a strong supply of       
available housing options in a wide 
price range.  Households in     
Raytown are becoming younger 
and more affluent than the region.   
 

In 2000, the median age of Head of        
Households in Raytown was 50.5.  
By 2010, the median age of 45.9 
for Head of Households in Raytown will   
equal the median age for the entire KC     
metropolitan region. 
 

Between 2000-2010, the increase in the    
percentage of Raytown households headed by 
"under-25" year olds is expected to explode, 
with 229% growth over the decade.  This 
growth in Raytown outpaces the significant 
increase at the regional KC level (158%).  By 
2010, there will be a greater percentage of 
Households led by "under-25" year olds 
(14.2%) than in the KC metropolitan area as a 
whole (12.6%).   
 

In 2000, in Raytown there were less than   
30% of households headed by someone 
"under-45".  By 2010, the percentage of 
households headed by "under-45" in Raytown 
(48.6%) will be slightly greater than the    
percentage in the region (48.1%). 
 

The current generation of "Young Raytown" 
citizens will be on a par with the economic 
position of their peers in the region.  By 2010, 
it is anticipated that 25% of the Head of 

Households "under-25" in         
Raytown will earn in excess of 
$75,000 per year.  This edges out 
the 24.1% level anticipated at     
the regional level.  Moreover, with 
housing costs in Raytown        
expected to remain under regional 
levels, this means "Young        
Raytown" purchasing power is 
well in excess of the "under-25" 
crowd in the Kansas City          
metropolitan area.  
(Source: DemographicsNow.com) 
 

Ray town ’ s  s t r en g t h s  a r e          
accessibility, affordability and   
community values.  Raytown is 
strategically located 12 minutes 
from downtown Kansas City and 
only 8 minutes from the Plaza 
District.  Easy access to Interstates 
70 and 435 provide quick and easy 
travel to the entire metropolitan 
region.   Raytown has a full range 

of commercial options and some of the most 
competitive commercial rents in the KC 
Metro area. Opportunities exist for          
businesses to locate in a “downtown”       
environment or in a highway commercial area 
with 70,000 cars per day.  
 

The greatest asset in the City remains         
the people.  Neighborhoods and business 
associations are an important aspect of life 
here. People are engaged, friendly and proud 
of their community. The city boasts a full 
range of civic, social and church opportunities 
to meet the needs of its citizens.  The City of 
Raytown is a great place to live and             
do business. 
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Demographics 
(Based on information from the 2000 Census) 
 

POPULATION 
Persons………………………………..30,388 
Median age………………………...39.8 years 
Male…………………………….47.0 percent 
Female………………………….53.0 percent 
 
POPULATION BY AGE GROUP 
0 to 19………………………….24.7 percent 
20 to 34………………………...17.9 percent 
35 to 54………………………...28.9 percent 
55+……………………………..28.5 percent 

HOUSEHOLDS 
Households……………………………12,855 
Persons per household…………………..2.32 
Families………………………….64.6 percent 
Non-families…………………….35.4 percent 
 
HOUSING 
Homeowners…………………...73.9 percent 
Average sale price of houses………...$92,000 
Renters………………………….26.1 percent 
Housing units…………………………..13,309 
Occupied housing units………….96.6 percent 

HOW YOUR TAX  DOLLARS ARE SPENT 
The Finance Department is the steward of 
both the property tax and sales tax revenues 
collected by the City.  These revenues are 
used to fund City services and run day to day 
operations of the City. 
 

SALES TAX  (AS OF OCTOBER 1, 2009) 

The 2009 City Sales Tax rate is 8.10% of 
gross sales. Sales tax revenues are used to 
support several taxing entities including the 
City, State and County, as well as several 
special interests. 
General Sales Tax……………………...1.000% 
Transportation Tax …………………....0.500% 
Capital Tax…………………………….0.500% 
Public Safety Tax………………………0.375% 
 

TOTAL CITY……………………….2.375% 

State…………………………………...3.000% 
State (Prop. C)………………………..1.000% 
Conservation………………………….0.125% 
Soil Conservation……………………..0.100% 
 

TOTAL STATE……………………..4.225% 
 
County………………………………...0.500% 
County Stadium……………………….0.375% 
County COMBAT……………………..0.250% 
 

TOTAL COUNTY…………………1.125% 
 
Park Board Tax………………………..0.125% 
Fire District Tax……………………….0.250% 
 

TOTAL OTHER……………………0.375% 
 
 
TOTAL SALES TAX……………...8.100% 



RAYTOWN MAIN STREET ASSOC. 
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In 2007, 4 individuals from Raytown attended 
a Main Street workshop being held in Lee’s 
Summit. Not long after that the Raytown 
Main Street Association was born.  
 

The Raytown Main Street Association has had 
an eventful year in 2009, from participating    
in SummerFest and adding planters in      
downtown.  Their 501(c)3 status was       
approved from the Internal Revenue Service.  
And they are working with the Chamber on 
the Raytown Holiday Lighting Ceremony.  For 
more information go to our new Website! 

 www.raytownmainstreet.org  
 

“What is the Main Street program”, you ask?  
The Main Street program's success is based 
on a comprehensive strategy of work, tailored 
to local needs and opportunities, in four 
broad areas, called the: 
 
MAIN STREET FOUR POINT APPROACH:  

 

Design: Enhancing the physical appearance of 
the commercial district by rehabilitating   
historic buildings, encouraging supportive new 
construction, developing sensitive design   
management systems, and long-term planning.  
 

Organization: Building consensus and    
cooperation among the many groups and 
individuals who have a role in the             
revitalization process.  
 

Promotion: Marketing the traditional     
commercial district's assets to customers, 
potential investors, new businesses, local   
citizens and visitors.  

Economic Restructuring: Strengthening 
the district's existing economic base while 
finding ways to expand it to meet new     
opportunities -- and challenges from outlying 
development.  
 

THE MAIN STREET PHILOSOPHY  
 

The National Main Street Center's experience 
in helping communities bring their downtowns 
back to life has shown time and time again 
that the Four Point Approach succeeds only 
when combined with the following eight    
principles:  
 

Comprehensive: A single project cannot 
revitalize a downtown or commercial 
neighborhood. An ongoing series of initiatives 
is vital to build community support and create 
lasting progress.  
 

Incremental: Small projects make a big   
difference. They demonstrate that "things are 
happening" on Main Street and hone the skills 
and confidence the program will need to 
tackle more complex problems.  
 

Self-Help: Although the National Main Street 
Center can provide valuable direction and 
hands-on technical assistance, only local    
leadership can initiate long-term success by 
fostering and demonstrating community    
involvement and commitment to the        
revitalization effort.  
 

Public/private partnership: Every local 
program needs the support and expertise of 
both the public and private sectors. For an 
effective partnership, each must recognize the 
strengths and weaknesses of the other.  
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Identifying and capitalizing on existing 
assets: One of the National Main Street   
Center's key goals is to help communities 
recognize and make the best use of their 
unique offerings. Local assets provide the solid 
foundation for a successful Main Street      
initiative.  
 

Quality: From storefront design to         
promotional campaigns to special events, 
quality must be the main goal.  
 

Change: Changing community attitudes and 
habits is essential to bring about a commercial 
district renaissance. A carefully planned     
Main Street program will help shift public 
perceptions and practices to support and 
sustain the revitalization process.  
 

Action-oriented: Frequent, visible changes 
in the look and activities of the commercial 
district will reinforce the perception of     
positive change. Small, but dramatic          
improvements early in the process will     
remind the community that the revitalization 
effort is under way.  

6532 Blue Ridge Cut Off, Raytown, MO  64133      BS (816) 356-7022   FX (816) 356-7567 
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Quality of Life 
 

CHURCHES 
Raytown has a higher than average number   
of churches, with over 60 churches serving 
the area. This brings into focus the family-
oriented personality of Raytown. These 
churches not only serve the community in 
faith, but their leaders have also helped the 
city government, Chamber, and many civic 
groups lay a foundation of values and        
traditions that have defined Raytown. 
 

BUSINESS COMMUNITY 
A significant suburb of the Kansas City     
metropolitan area, Raytown blends the best 
of urban and suburban life. The community 
has the benefits of a small-town atmosphere 
with low crime and top-rated schools, along 
with the professional sports, arts and       
entertainment opportunities of a large city. 
 
Local, national and international businesses 
are located within the Chamber trade area. 
Our central location, low tax base, and strong 
workforce provide the necessary tools for 
success. What most of our current businesses 
understand is that the cost of doing business  
is very favorable in comparison to other cities 
in the metropolitan area. This is clearly a   
viable community with solid economic     
development growth. Opportunities abound 
here, and a pattern of redevelopment and 
growth is apparent. 

RAYTOWN PARKS  
& RECREATION  

5912 Lane 
(816) 358-4100 
www.raytownparks.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HISTORY: 
 

1955- Mrs. Sarah Colman-Livengood donates 
12 acres of land that later becomes Raytown’s 
first public park. 
1961- First advisory Park Board was        
appointed and given a budget of $3000 which 
came from a fireworks license revenue.   
1964- Voters approve a 10 cent park levy to 
parks. 
1975- Park Board hires it’s first full-time   
professional director – Rick Lowderman.   
1979- Park Board begins receiving 10% of the 
city’s one cent general sales tax to be used 
annually for capitol improvements. 

1981- Parks Department 
occup ies  the ir  new       
administrative office located 
at 5912 Lane. 
1986- Park Board acquire’s 
the Raytown Swim Club 
and renames its Raytown 
Public Pool in 1991 to  
Super Splash U.S.A. 
1991- Park Board begins a 
project to convert Raytown 
Public Pool to a public   
water park, later named 
Super Splash U.S.A. 
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2000- Park Board completes acquisition of 
the Rice-Tremonti Home on July 6th, 2000 at a 
cost of $306,954.  There were no local funds 
involved.  The grant paid 100% of the cost 
since the appraised value ($356K) was more 
than the balanced owed on the house. 
 

DISCOUNT TICKETS 
The Raytown Parks Department sells      
discount tickets to various theme parks in 
Missouri. 
 

SHELTER HOUSE RESERVATIONS 
Reservations can be made beginning on the 
first working day in January for the shelters in 
Colman Park and Kenagy Park. 
There are two ways to reserve the shelters: 
1) In person at the Park Office  
2)    Call us at 816-358-4100. 
 

Once reservation is made, we will mail you an 
invoice card, we need full payment within 10 
days of date you made reservation. When 
payment is received, you will be issued a   
shelter permit and we ask that you take that 
with you to the shelter house. 

PARKS: 
 

Super Splash USA - 53rd Pl. & Raytown 
Rd. This 10-acre park includes 3 swimming 
pools (50 meter pool, Catalina Cove, &    
Pebble Beach), Slides - Rocky Mountain     
Avalanche, Missouri Fury, Jackson Hole,     
Bing-Bam-Boo, and the children's Otter slide. 
 

Sarah Colman-Livengood Park - 59th & 
Lane. This 15 acre park includes 2 shelter 
houses for rental, 4 lighted tennis courts,       
a lighted softball field, basketball court,     
playground, horseshoe pit and walking trail - 
.63 miles in length. 
 

C. Lee Kenagy Park - 79th & Raytown 
Rd. This 18 acre park includes 6 shelter 
houses (2 for rental), 4 lighted tennis courts, 
2 playgrounds, horseshoe pit, softball field, 
walking trail - .44 miles in length, a fishing 
pond and the "Raytown Skate Park" for  
skateboards and rollerblades. 
 

34th Annual Fishing Derby – 2010 
The Raytown Parks Department will host its 
Annual Fishing Derby on Saturday, June 5, 
2010 at Kenagy Lake from 9:00 a.m.- 11:00 
a.m.  The derby is free and open to Raytown   
residents of all ages. The derby will begin at 
9:00 a.m. and ends at 11:00 a.m. Registration 
for the derby will begin at 8:00 a.m. 
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Kids Day at Kenagy (Date TBD) 
This is a free event, open to all ages, 10 am - 
1 pm. Stable T-Farms will be bringing their 
petting zoo for the kids to enjoy. Also a   
police car, a firetruck, and an ambulance will 
be there for the kids to explore.  
 

Southwood Park - 81st & Arlington. This 
10 acre park includes a basketball court,        
1 tennis court, a tennis backboard, shelter 
house, ball field and a playground. 
 

Minor Smith Park - 81st & Ash - This 10 
acre park includes a basketball court, 2 lighted 
tennis courts, shelter house, playground and 
walking trails - outside loop .43 miles and 
inside loop .31 miles in length. 
 

Raytown BMX Track - 12605 Frost Rd. 
This 5-acre park includes a BMX track and 
soccer practice areas.  www.raytownbmx.org 

Little Blue Trace Park - 350 Hwy. & 
Noland Rd. This 33-acre park includes         
4 softball fields (3 are lighted), 2 soccer fields, 
restroom and picnic shelters. 
 

Henry C. Kritser Park - 75th & 
Woodson. This 12 acre park includes          
2  playgrounds, 2 shelter houses, ball fields,  
shuffleboard court and a walking trail - this 
park has four loops. 
 

Woodson Loop- .4 miles-this loop starts      
& finishes at the center of the walk    
between the two ball fields on the west 
side-upper level. 

 

Westridge Loop A - .15 miles - this loop  
surrounds the parking lot and play  
equipment on east side of park. 

Westridge Loop B - .23 miles - this loop  
surrounds the ball field on lower level, 
doesn't include Loop A. 

Kritser Loop - .75 miles - this loop follows 
the perimeter of the park, stay on    
outside trail all around the park. 

 

SPORTS: 
 

Adult Tennis League- 2010 
This league allows all of the friendly         
competition that you could want. There are 
two levels of play so that everyone can have 
fun. Each match consists of six no-ad sets 
including one set each of men's and women's 
doubles and two mixed doubles sets. 
C. Lee Kenagy Park is the home of the Tennis 
League. Matches will start at 7:00 p.m. and 
run until approximately 9:30 p.m. 
Refreshments and balls are provided by      
the Parks and Recreation Department. In 
addition, each participant will receive a free    
t-shirt. The cost of the league is $45 for a 10 
week session. 
 

Adult Tennis Lessons - 2010 
These lessons are $40 for each three week 
session.  The first level you will learn the 
basic skills needed to play the game, the    
forehand, backhand, serve, and volley.  The 
second level is a supervised play program that 
is designed to be an immediate follow up to 
the first level.  The third level continues the 
instruction through round robin competition 
and league play.  
Mon. & Wed. classes 6:00 - 7:00 p.m 
 

Youth Golf Lessons 
This class is for 8-16 year olds wanting to get 
a start on golf. The classes will be held at 
Teetering Rocks on Wed. from 1:00-3:30 pm 
for 8 weeks. The fee is $90 per student.  
Participants will be provided with a drink 
during the lesson and a drink and hotdog 
after each session. There will be a limited 
amount of rental clubs available, so bring your 
own clubs if possible.  
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Adult Kickball 
Raytown's newest adult sports program is 
here! Adult Co-ed Kickball! Starting June 9th 
on Tuesday evenings at Kenagy Park. The 
league will be six weeks long, $130 per coed 
team up to 20 people per team. We provide 
equipment and umpire at each game. This will 
be a fun, recreation league. Games will be 
held in the evenings for 55 minutes per game, 
no limit on runs scored. Raytown Parks will 
be taking team and individual registration so 
come and give us a try. All regular kickball 
rules apply with some safety rules added to 
ensure a fun and safe atmosphere.  
 
Heart of America Senior Softball 
Heart of America Senior Softball is a Raytown 
based not-for-profit organization. They play at 
Colman and Little Blue Trace Parks on    
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
Saturday and Sunday. For more information 
contact Jerry Hinton at 358-2524 or the   
Raytown Parks Department at 816-358-4100. 
 

8730 E. 63rd Street 

816-325-6900 

National Junior Tennis League 
This program is designed to provide tennis 
players of all skill levels the opportunity       
for instruction, drills of skill, practice, and 
competition. You can choose between 
Wednesday or Saturday mornings classes. 
 

Registration is open to participants between 
the ages of 6 and 16. All participants must 
bring a can of balls the first day of class.      
$40 per participant, for the 5 week program. 
 

Fall and Winter Volleyball 
Volleyball will be played at Laurel Hills     
Elementary on Tuesday nights. It is a ten 
week season with a single elimination      
tournament at the end of the season. This is 
recreational volleyball and is for those who 
enjoy spending time with quality people and 
friendly competition. The fee is $180 and we 
play by USVBA rules. Prizes are awarded to 
the teams who finish with the best record 
and the winner of the tournament.  The fall 
league starts in October and the winter 
league starts in   January. 
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TREES FOR RAYTOWN 
REFOREST AND BEAUTIFY 

www.raytowntreeboard.org 
 

"Trees for Raytown" is a program developed 
in 1987 by the Raytown Parks & Recreation 
Department to help reforest and beautify the 
Raytown Community. The trees will be of 
good quality and offered at a competitive 
price. In an effort to keep the cost of this 
program low, no survival guarantee is      
available. However, with proper care and 
maintenance these trees should transplant 
and grow easily for you. 
 

Spring orders will be taken from March 15 
through April 15 and Fall orders will be taken 
from August 15 through September 15.   
Delivery and/or planting will be within 2-3 
weeks after closing date. All trees this fall are 
$31 each, to have each tree planted there is a 
$20 additional charge and you must live 
within the Raytown city limits. We cannot 
plant within 4' of an existing structure or 
stump. Planting services are available to    
individual residences not homeowner      
associations or commercial property. 
 

Ornamental Trees - Flowering Crabapple, 
Fruitless Crabapple, Flowering Dogwood
(spring only), Washington Hawthorne,     
Ornamental Pear, and Red Bud. 
Shade Trees - Bald Cypress, Black Gum, 
Red Maple, Pin Oak and White Oak. 
 

The R a y t o w n  T r e e  B o a r d  & S m i t h  
B r o s .  H a r d w a r e  have sponsored the 
annual Tree of the Year contest for         

Raytown Citizens. Being 
one of the older         
communities in the metro 
area, Raytown has many 
wonderful trees to      
recognize and celebrate. 
 

CAVE SPRING  
8701 E. Gregory Blvd. ● KC, MO 64133 
816-358-CAVE (2283) 
 
Nature Center: Tue.-Fri. 10am-4pm 
Trails: 9am-sunset 
Adults $2.50, Children $1.50 
 

Cave Spring is a 36-acre urban nature center 
and historic area. Since it's beginnings along 
the Santa Fe Trail, the Cave Spring area     
reflects the diversity of our Kansas City     
cultural and natural history. During the 
1840's, covered wagons traveling west passed 

Licensed & Insured 
100% Customer Satisfaction 

Free Consultation 
10% Senior & Military Discounts 

 

(816) 585-8100 
(913) 626-6700 

 

John & Reen Shirley ● PO Box 11808 ● Raytown MO 64138 

 

AFFORDABLE TREE SERVICE 
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by the area owned and farmed by the Barnes 
family.  Jesse Barnes purchased the Cave 
Spring land and allowed wagon trains to camp 
here. His home was across Blue Ridge, in the 
area now known as Gregory Heights. His land 
was known as the ‘Barnes Inclosure’   
 

In 1874-1877, the property was owned by 
Solomon Young, the maternal grandfather of 
Harry S Truman. During this time, Harry   
Truman was a dirt farmer in Grandview. A 
Life Magazine article from 1945, about     
Truman’s life during his late 20’s (circa 1910), 
a photo caption reads “On a Missouri hayride, 
Farmer Truman... often picnicked with friends 
at Cave Spring in the prairies or on limestone 
ledges near Independence, Mo.” A standard 
dating custom was to take long hikes in the 
woods and it’s very likely that Harry and Bess 
spent time at Cave Spring. They were married 
in June, 1919. 
 

1909 - 1913 The Daughters of the American 
Revolution marked the trail with pink granite 
markers all the way to Santa Fe. The Cave 
Spring marker is along Blue Ridge, about one-
half block south of Gregory. The marker says 
‘Cave Spring’ at the bottom and the DAR only 
titled the markers where actual trail       
campgrounds existed. In 1925, an dairy farm 
was located above the cave and the   concrete 
enclosure outside the cave was a spring house 
where milk was stored in cans. The chimney 
above the cave is all that remained of the 
house after it burned in 1925. 
 

Urban and Gladys Kroell then purchased the 
land in 1926 and opened ‘The Cave Spring 
Club’, a private country club. There was a 
nine hole golf course, cabins around one of 
the two lakes, boating, swimming, and fishing.  
During the 1930's, the Cave Spring Club   
offered a respite from the city for golfers and 
their families.  The Kroells’ son was drafted 
into the Navy for W.W.II and was MIA by 
1943. Distraught, they closed the club. During 
and shortly after the war, the cabins were 
rented year-around to help in the housing 
shortage. The Kroells tried to reopen the club 
in 1948 but were unsuccessful.  
 

The campground’s cave was forgotten for a 
number of years until 1948 when construction 
of Our Lady of Lourdes church at the       
corner of Gregory & Blue Ridge revealed      
its existence to a new generation. The      
construction job located a cave and spring 
underneath what is now the church parking 
lot. They diverted their spring and this      
impacted our spring as well. Exploration of 
the cave and its passages by KU scientists 
rated considerable newspaper coverage at the 
time. 
 

In 1957, Cave Spring was sold to William 
Klein as speculation for the Milton Petroleum 
Co. He and his father intended to put a filling 
station on the property but neighborhood 
residents fought it.  A period of general     
dormancy, disrepair, and neglect of the Cave 
Spring area followed the vandalizing of the 
summer cabins in the 1950’s. This condition 
prevailed until 1975. 
 

In 1975, Sylvia Mooney moved next door to 
the park. With her persistence and love for 
nature and history, she was able to organize 
and energize a group of people to obtain 
grants for acquiring the Cave Spring land.  The 
Cave Spring Association, a not-for-profit  
organization, was founded in 1975 to preserve 
the historic Santa Fe Trail area in its natural 
state for the use of the citizens of Jackson 
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County, MO.  The organization manages and 
maintains the William Klein Park and the Art 
Clark Memorial Nature Center.  The site was 
placed on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1978. 
 

In the 1980’s, the park was named in memory 
of William M. Klein.  The Cave Spring      
Interpretive Center was opened and the first 
wing of the building was named in memory of 
Art Clark. Art was a 1977 Raytown High 
School graduate and was a student of forestry 
at the University of Missouri when he died of 
leukemia.  1990, the pond was drained and 
restored and the National Guard re-built one 
of the bridges. The extension to the nature 
center was added which greatly improves our 
ability to serve youth groups and offer nature 
and historical displays.  The two small garden 
areas near the entry to the park were created 
by the friends and family of Ann Harrison,      
a young Raytown girl whose life was taken 
suddenly. 

There are many attractions at the park: a 
water garden, bird sanctuary, nature center, 
shelter house, butterfly garden, cave, rock 

climbing, waterfall area, ruins of 1920 cabins, 
Harrison memorial flower gardens, many 
animals, a pond, a Scout encampment and our 
Santa Fe Trail marker.  Cave Spring park has 
over 6 miles of walking trails.  The scenic 
trails are wood chipped for the nature hikers 
and some are paved for the handicapped.  
Our trails are open 365 days a years and 
sometimes are a real adventure.  
 

The easily traveled hiking trails combined with 
the natural features of a cave and wildlife 
habitat pond allow many opportunities to 
pursue ecological studies.  School children and 
adults visiting Cave Spring are introduced to 
the ecology of the Kansas City area through 
natural history and cultural history studies. 
Volunteers and staff of Cave Spring have  
developed a series of outdoor education  
programs that demonstrate Native American 
and pioneer skills and the historical and    
present day use of our natural resources. 
 

Today, Cave Spring serves metropolitan    
Kansas City as an outdoor education facility. 
Guided hikes and educational opportunities 
are available for school field trips and adult 
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and youth groups.  “A naturalist’s heaven” is 
the way one visitor described the park. Over 
74 different varieties of flowers have been 
identified. The prairie grasses, cattail marsh, 
meadows and other areas of natural growth 
offer a constantly changing opportunity for 
nature study. The park is one of the favorite 
day-trip excursion areas in the metropolitan 
Kansas City area for science and nature   
enthusiasts and nearly 8000 school kids and 
scouts each year. 
 

RICE-TREMONTI  
HISTORIC HOME 
& AUNT SOPHIE’S CABIN  
8801 E. 66th.  ● Raytown MO 64133 
816-358-7423 
www.rice-tremonti.com 
The home and surrounding 6 plus acres        
is located alongside the Santa Fe Trail.  The 
oldest standing frame house in Jackson 
County, Missouri, the Rice-Tremonti Home 

 

along with Aunt Sophie's Cabin have borne 
witness to the sweep of American history. 
With beginnings as a way-point on the Santa 
Fe Trail and as jumping off point for emigrants 
to Oregon and California the wooden house 
endured the ravages of border warfare and 
the Civil War. With a history spanning       
173 years, the Rice-Tremonti Home has an 
important story to tell.  
 
This site was settled first in 1836 by Archibald 
Rice. The Rices settled on a claim of          
160 acres in what is now Raytown. The 
homestead was located eight miles from   
Independence on the Santa Fe Trail.  The 
family cleared the land and originally built a 
two-story log house and several cabins for 
slaves. After an eight-year habitation,     
Archibald and Sally built a new Gothic Revival 
frame farmhouse in 1844. The Rice Farm 
quickly became a popular camping site for 
travelers bound for Santa Fe and California.  

 
There was space for wagons, 
springs for watering, corn and 
prairie grasses for feeding animals. 
At least 27 original accounts by 
travelers (dating from 1838 to 
1849) spoke favorably of Archibald 
Rice's hospitality. During those 
years restless farmers and their 
families were undertaking the    
long trek to Oregon and soon 
thousands of travelers were    
rushing to the gold fields of      
California.  
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Archibald died in Oct. 1849 and his estate 
passed to his son, Elihu Coffee Rice. When 
Coffee and Catherine "Kitty" Stoner White 
were married in Nov. 1850, the slave Sophia 
White accompanied Kitty to her new home. 
Sophia attended the births of the couple's five 
children and became known affectionately as 
"Aunt" Sophie. She lived in a small cabin near 
the back door of the Rice home, where she 
cooked the family's meals in the large hearth.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The old cabin went through many             
incarnations over the years. In 2004 the 
Friends of the Rice-Tremonti Home replaced 
Aunt Sophie's Cabin using antique logs     
exclusively. A cabin presumably has stood in 
that location since the 1830s. 
 

The Civil War brought crisis to the Rice  
family. As slave holding southerners, the   
family evacuated to Texas in 1861, entrusting 
the care of their home to James Hunter and 
family. In 1863 following the imposition        
of martial law, all remaining southern       
sympathizers in Jackson County were forced 
from their lands. The Hunters were evicted 
from the house. For reasons unknown to 
later generations, the Rice home escaped 

destruction, unlike so many of Jackson 
County's antebellum houses.  
 

The family returned and re-claimed their 
home in 1866. Aunt Sophie remained with the 
Rice family and continued to live in her cabin 
until shortly before her death in 1896. Her 
grave in Woodlawn Cemetery was finally 
marked in 2004 by the city of Independence. 
Coffee Rice had become a prominent Jackson 
County citizen, serving as road commissioner 
before his death in 1903. In his will, Coffee 
Rice stipulated the old home place be sold.  
 

Between 1906 and 1922 the land was owned 
by Judge Joseph M. 
Lowe and his son.  
There were many 
changes to the house 
and grounds including    
a chicken dinner      
restaurant and an iris 
farm.  Judge Lowe was  
a founder of  the       
National Old Trails 
Association, and influ-
enced the Daughters of the American      
Revolution to mark the route of the Old 
Santa Fe Trail across Missouri with pink    
granite markers. The marker commemorating 
the Rice plantation was dedicated on May 15, 
1913.  
 

In 1929, Dr. Louis G. Tremonti and his wife, 
Lois Gloria, bought the Rice house and two 
adjoining lots and undertook an extensive 
renovation, adding six dormers on the second 
floor, and extending the kitchen in back. 

Lowe Family 1908 



Dr. Tremoni practiced medicine in an      
examining room on the west side of the 
house. The Tremontis endeavored to retain 
the old house's historical integrity.  The house 
was placed on the National Register of     
Historic Places in 1978.  Dr. Tremonti died in 
1949. Gloria continued to savor life in her 
historic home and lived there until 1987.   
 

In 1988 Mrs. Lois Gloria Tremonti sold the 
property to the Friends of the Rice-Tremonti 
Home Association, which undertook the  
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campaign to restore the house, which had 
fallen into a state of serious deterioration. 
After 13 years of effort, the Friends in 2000 
secured state grant funding sufficient to retire 
the $300,000 private mortgage. The late     
Sen. Harry Wiggins and the Mid-America 
Regional Council were instrumental in      
securing state funding for Rice-Tremonti. 
 

THE FRIENDS OF THE  
RICE-TREMONTI HOME 

 

The Friends of the Rice-Tremonti Home 
formed in 1988 with a mission to preserve 
and restore one of the few remaining         
pre-Civil War houses in the Kansas City area. 
The mission is ongoing. 
 

Today the property is owned by the City     
of Raytown, however, the Friends of Rice-
Tremonti are responsible for all fund-raising, 
administration, upkeep and restoration     
activities. No tax monies are used in support 
of Rice-Tremonti. 

 

That's why they need 
you to become a     
member today and help 
their ongoing efforts to 
preserve this remnant of 
our pioneer heritage. 
They are a not-for-profit 
501 (c) 3, tax-exempt 
organization.  
 

The Friends of the  
Rice-Tremonti Home 
P.O. Box 9393 
Raytown, MO 64133 

During the Tremonti renovations 1929 

2009 



AVENUE OF FLAGS 
FLORAL HILLS CEMETARY 
7000 Blue Ridge Blvd.  
In cooperation with the families of veterans 
interred here, D.W. Newcomer’s Sons Floral 
Hills is proud to present The 2010 AVENUE 
OF FLAGS. 
 

Floral Hills Memorial Gardens marks the 42nd 
anniversary of its special holiday tribute to 
our veterans this year. According to the 
American Cemetery Association, our Avenue 
of Flags is one of the largest displays of its 
kind in the nation on Memorial Day. 
 

For years, Floral Hills has wholeheartedly 
cooperated with all veteran organizations and 
have seen that a small American flag was   
available for each veteran’s grave on Memorial 
and Veteran’s Day. However, we desired to 
go one step further and we created an even 
more personal tribute to our veterans by 
flying a large 5 x 9 flag which flies atop a      
20 foot pole spanning 10 feet apart. Each flag 
represents a veteran that has served our 
country from the Spanish-American War, 
World War I, World War II, the Korean War 
and from the Vietnam conflict. Each flagpole 
carries the name of that veteran and they line 
the roadways throughout our cemetery. This 
red, white and blue ribbon of flags stretches 
almost 5 miles through Floral Hills filling both 
sides of every roadway in the cemetery. Since 
1968, the Avenue of Flags has grown from 
100 to 2,700 flags in 1990.  It is a spectacular 
display of patriotism to these veterans  

JACKSON COUNTY PARKS  
& RECREATION 
22807 Woods Chapel Road  
Blue Springs, MO 64015  
(816) 503-4800 
Raytown is nestled in Jackson County and 
offers the best in land and water recreation.  
The Jackson County Parks and Recreation 
offers boating, beaches, 
hiking, historic sites, and 
with over 230 camping 
sites. It's all about "FUN" 
when you spend a day 
with Jackson County 
Parks and Recreation. For 
the land lover, Jackson 
County has one of the 
largest park systems of 
any county in the United 
States.  For the water 
enthusiast, Jackson County is home to     
fantastic beaches and lakes, with the finest 
public marinas in Missouri. There are three 
different lakes, Longview Lake, Lake Jacomo 
and Blue Springs Lake.  Everything from  
windsurfing, sailing, boating and swimming to 
riding jet skis to paddle boats to cruising 
around the lake on a pontoon is enjoyed by 
residents and visitors during the summer 
months. 
 

Jackson County Parks and Recreation offers 
its residents and regional neighbors 21,000 
acres of premier outdoor enjoyment for     
"get-away-from-it-all" weekends and        
vacations. From boating and biking to hiking 
and horseback riding, get on the go! From 
softball and baseball to soccer and golf, get 
into the game! From beaches and           
campgrounds to picnics and fishing, just sit 

back and relax.   
 

"LIVING" HISTORIC SITES    
Discover the vital role Jackson County played 
in American history. Visit Fort Osage and 
discover the exploration of Lewis and Clark. 
Missouri Town portrays an 1855 antebellum 
farming community. The Truman Courthouse 
defines Harry S. Truman's rise to the       
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p r e s i d e n c y .  T h e 
County's historic sites 
come to life with      
historic interpreters 
dressed in period attire, 
exciting re-enactments 
and other celebrations 
of yesteryear. 
 

For more information on Jackson County 
Parks visit www.jacksongov.org or call 816-
503-4800.  
 

JACKSON COUNTY  
SPORTS COMPLEX AUTHORITY 
1967 marked the first election for the Truman 
Sports Complex; a state-of-the art two    
stadium complex, the first of its kind in the 
United States. The Kansas City Chiefs played 
their first game on August 12, 1972 while the 
Kansas City Royals opened their stadium on 
April 10, 1973. For over 3 ½ decades the 
Truman Sports Complex has been the iconic 
home of the Chiefs and Royals with millions 
upon millions of fans celebrating each and 
every victory. 
 

Fast forward to April of 2006 when Jackson 
County voters authorized the much needed 
renovation of both Kauffman Stadium and 
Arrowhead Stadiums by passing a 3/8 cent 
sales tax.  Renovation of Kauffman Stadium 
began quickly and by late 2006 renovation of 
some “back of house” areas with the stadium 
and the installation of a new warning track 
had begun. Work kicked into high gear in 
October of 2007 widening concourses,    
replacing the scoreboards, adding restrooms, 
a new restaurant and rooftop party deck in 

right field, new centerfield concourse creating 
a 360 degree experience. Total cost of the 
“New K” renovation is expected to finish 
around $270 million and was completed in 
July 2009 with the grand opening of the Hall 
of Fame. 
 

Across the parking lot, the renovation of  
Arrowhead Stadium is well underway and 
scheduled to be complete for the 2010    
football season.  Prior to the 2009 football 
season, the Chiefs financed a new practice and 
office complex that was completed to make 
room for the widening of the concourses.   
The total cost of the renovation on         
Arrowhead is expected to be $400 million, 

with construction of the stadium 70 percent 
complete as of September 2009.  The       
improvements to Arrowhead include:      
doubling the size of the concourses to relieve 
crowding, new scoreboards, electronic     
message boards and a new stadium sound 
system. Other improvements include: new 
restrooms and concession stands on all levels 
as well as seating improvements to all       
concourse levels. 
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As part of the renovation, the Jackson County 
Sports Complex Authority (JCSCA), the   
Kansas City Royals and the Kansas City Chiefs 
entered into a Fair Share Agreement to    
meet two goals. The first is to maximize    
opportunities for minority-owned business 
enterprises ("MBEs") and women-owned    
business enterprises ("WBEs") to participate 
in the stadium renovation project. The second 
is to maximize the opportunities for minority 
and female workers to participate in the    
construction of the project. In addition, the 
Fair Share Agreement established a Fairness 
Committee and an MBE/WBE Coordinator to 
administer the program and to monitor the 
construction project for the county. 
 

The current economic downturn highlights 
the benefit the renovations have provided to 
the local community by providing its own 
economic stimulus. Through the MBE/WBE 
program over 185 minority or women owned 
firms have more $176 million in contracts 
from the renovation. Construction work has 
been completed with a majority of local   
contractors and the workers have logged 
nearly  2 million hours at Truman Sports 
Complex during the renovation. 
 

Keeping true to the voters of Jackson County, 
the 3/8 cent sales tax provided $212.5 million 
to each stadium for a total of $425 million, 
that number represents the cap for the public 
with each team being responsible for its own 
cost overruns. 
 

As the renovation of the Truman Sports 
Complex nears completion and the work at 

Arrowhead Stadium concludes, the          
commitment continues to keep Jackson 
County taxpayers informed of progress and 
developments on the renovations.  For more 
information on Arrowhead Stadium and 
Kauffman Stadium or to subscribe to the 
JCSCA’s monthly progress newsletter, go to 
www.jcsca.org. 
 

MISSOURI MAVERICKS HOCKEY 
www.missourimavericks.com 

The Missouri Mavericks 
are the latest expansion 
franchise of the Central 
Hockey League, now 
with 15 teams competing 
across 9 states. The 
Mavericks will bring 
uncompromising attitude 

on the ice, unexpected interaction with fans, 
and family affordable prices! The Missouri 
Mavericks will play at the brand new          
$68 million Independence Events Center at 
the intersection of I-70 & 291. The facility will 
host more than 100 events a year ranging 
from concerts, trade shows and festivals, as 
well as the 32 Mavericks home games. The 
Events Center has 5,800 seats, 25 luxury 
suites, a bar/grill area and a community ice 
rink. 
 

The Mavericks inaugural season runs from 
November 13th through March 13th. Season 
tickets, group tickets and mini-plans are     
available by calling the Mavericks front office 
at 816.252.7825.  
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RAYTOWN SAFETY 

RAYTOWN POLICE  
DEPARTMENT 
10000 E. 59th Street 
816-737-6020 
www.raytown.mo.us 

 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the 
Raytown Police Dept. 
is to provide and 
maintain, given our 
limited resources,  
a feeling of security 
and safety among all 
persons within our 

community by displaying,  
without bias, respectful, progressive  

and dedicated service.  
 

The Raytown Police Department under the 
guidance of Chief Jim Lynch, is responsible for 
the safety and well-being of over thirty     
thousand residents within a ten and one-half 
mile area.   
 

The department currently employs 78 full 
time individuals, and more than a half dozen 
on a part-time basis, with responsibilities 
ranging from: Uniform Officers patrolling all 
areas within the city limits, answering calls for 
service, traffic enforcement and accident  
investigations, and assisting other emergency 
service providers when needed. Criminal 
investigations are conducted by a staff of nine 
detectives.  A full time communications staff 
responsible for 911, radio and telephone 
communications needs for the police       

department, emergency medical services and 
the fire department, and other city          
services.   A full time detention staff of 6       
is responsible for the intake and release       
of prisoners.  A full time records staff is    
responsible for maintaining all pertinent    
records associated with the department.   
 

This year the Raytown Police Department will 
increase sworn Officer positions to 63        
full-time commissioned, 5 reserve officers, 
and 25 full-time civilians, thanks to the     
Citizens’ approval of the Public Safety Sales 
Tax. This adds 6 new officer positions and     
5 civilian positions, which includes the new 
Police Department function of a Crime    
Analyst. Department organization will remain 
the same as years past.  
 

The Department is organized into two    
separate Bureaus, the Operations Bureau and 
the Administrative Bureau.  The Operations 
Bureau contains the Uniform Patrol         
Division and the Investigations Division.  The 
Operations Bureau is responsible for the 
prevention, reporting, and investigation of 
crime within the City.  The Administrative 
Bureau contains the Administrative Services 
Division and the Planning and Research    
Division.  They are responsible for Jail      
operations, Communications, Professional 
Standards, Property and Supply, Computer 
Administration, and Records Management.  
 

We have made many advances in our      
Community Policing initiatives including the 
H.E.A.R program, Introduction to Community 
Policing, the Role of Ethics in Building      

 Pro Foundation Technology, Inc. is a full foundation repair company  

serving the Raytown, and the KC Metro area since 1997.  
 

We provide ECP steel pipe piering, along with ECP steel helical wall anchoring. The goal of  Pro Foundation 

Tech is to leave the property better than when we found it. We also provide slab jacking of driveways and patios, 

along with garage floors. We always provide a written transferable warranty for all our work and we stand behind 

that warranty with over 30 years of dependable, honest, and neighborly service.  With the economy  

the way it is, you want to have someone working for you and not against you, because when it  

comes down to it, if the work is not done right the first time, your time is not time well spent.  
 

Pro Foundation Technology.  

Time well spent. 
 

816.358.3300 • 888.477.8812 
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8809 E. State Route 350  

Kansas City,MO 64133 

816-734-5000   

800-821-5451 

“Access Your World”  

www.midamericacoach.com 

 
Community Policing, as well as annual       
Cultural and Race Relations Training. 
 

The public safety sales tax will also allow   
previously discontinued community programs 
to be reintroduced. Popular programs such   
as the Neighborhood Watch program, Elderly 
Assistance programs, Crime Free            
Multi-housing, and Crime Prevention        
Programs are being funded through the     
Public Safety Sales Tax. 
 

We continue to work with the leaders of the 
City,  residents and business owners in our 
continuing effort to make Raytown a safe 
place for everyone, especially our children.     
 

Ne i g h b o r h o o d  S e r v i c e s  
Our mission, together with the citizens and 
businesses of Raytown, is to make our city a 
place where all people can live, work and visit 
safely. 
 

The Raytown Police Department has been 
evolving and embracing a philosophy of    
Community Policing as an enhancement to 
traditional methods of law enforcement. 
Community Policing in Raytown is evolving 
into a comprehensive program made up        
of problem-solvers from various city         
departments, all working together with     
Raytown’s businesses and residents to      
address the challenges facing this city. 
 

Community Policing in Raytown has become 
an integral part of law enforcement          
operations in the city. City departments,    
notably, Codes Enforcement, Public Works 
and the Fire Department all work closely with 

the Police Department to address issues       
of concern to residents. Alliances with      
community groups, social service agencies, 
and various businesses have laid the          
foundation for a relationship built on trust, 
understanding and cooperation. 
 

Community Policing in Raytown is a        
comprehensive philosophy implemented at 
the command staff level in cooperation with 
city management; administered by              
mid-management police supervisors tasked 
with team-building and resource support; and 
applied by all employees, sworn and civilian 
alike. Although Community Policing in       
Raytown is primarily a Patrol Division       
function, its policies and coordination are 
integrated throughout the entire department. 
Community Policing in Raytown was designed 
and implemented with the express purpose of 
ensuring public safety; stimulating community 
involvement and organization; and establishing 
positive and lasting police/community        
relations while resolving social conflict. 
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H . E . A . R .  - H e a l t h  Em e r g e n c y   
A s s i s t a n c e  R e s p o n s e   
H.E.A.R provides assistance to persons    
registered during times of weather          
emergencies (extreme temperatures or 
storms in summer and winter).  This service is 
free to Raytown residents who qualify as 
handicapped, elderly and frail, or relying on a 
health device powered by electricity.  During 
times of weather emergencies, as duties    
permit, the Raytown Police will respond to 
your residence to offer assistance. 
 
P o s t a l  C a r r i e r   
A l e r t  P r o g r am   
The Raytown Police and the Raytown branch 
of the U.S. Postal Service have joined in a 
cooperative effort to offer Raytown residents 
the Carrier Alert program. Designed primarily 
for the elderly and handicapped who live 
alone, Carrier Alert is available free of charge 
to area residents who live alone in Raytown. 
 

Carrier Alert can offer the peace of mind that 
someone who visits your home regularly, 
your letter carrier, will call for help if it    
appears you need it. To participate in this 
program, residents that qualify are asked to 
complete an application, This form is kept on 
file by the Raytown Police Department. As a 
registered Carrier Alert member, a bright 
pink sticker will be affixed on the inside of 
your mailbox. If you letter carrier sees that 
there are two days of uncollected mail in your 
mailbox,  or any other signs that might     
suggest you're in distress, the letter carrier 
will contact the Raytown Police department. 
A police officer will then investigate, and if 
necessary, contact the proper medical    
emergency personnel and the contacts listed 
on the registration form.   For more         
information, call Carrier Alert  Coordinator 
at (816) 737- 6187. 
 
P r o j e c t  L i f e  S a v e r   
The Raytown Police, Alzheimer’s Association 
and Project Lifesaver International have joined 
in a cooperative effort to offer metropolitan 
residents a program to locate missing persons 
suffering from Alzheimer’s and other related 

dementia-type disorders or mental          
dysfunction disorders.  A Project Lifesaver 
registrant wears a transmitter that is about 
the same size as a watch that can be worn 
anywhere on the body.  This allows them to 
be electronically traced if they wander away. 

 
S a f e  R e t u r n   
The Raytown Police with the Alzheimer’s 
Association Safe Return have provided a   
program that gives assistance to Raytown 
residents that have Alzheimer’s or a related 
dementia and have a tendency to wander or 
become lost. 
 

A Safe Return registrant will wear an        
engraved identification bracelet, necklace, or 
iron-on clothing labels.  The identification 
worn will provide a number to Safe Return to 
assist them in locating a next-of-kin for when 
they are missing and or found. 
 
R i d e - A l o n g  P r o g r am   
The Police Department Ride-Along Program 
is one of the public programs offered by the 
Raytown Police Department.  This program 
enables the general public to observe first 
hand what officers encounter during a normal 
tour of duty.   
 

To qualify for the program, the ride-along 
applicant must be at least 18 years of age     
or have the written approval of their legal 
guardian if 14 to 17 years of age.  No one 
under 14 years of age will be allowed to    
participate in the program.  The applicant 
must complete a Ride-Along Application and 
must sign an Indemnification and Release 
Agreement at least two weeks before the 
scheduled ride-along.  A records check will be 
completed on the applicant.  A record of 
criminal arrests or convictions will disqualify 
the applicant from participating in the      
program.   
 

Once the application has been processed, the 
applicant will be scheduled by the Patrol 
Commander for the ride-along.  During the 
ride-along, the applicant must wear acceptable 
business or casual attire.  Applicants may ride 
part of a shift or the entire shift with the   
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approval of the on-duty Watch Commander.  
The applicant will be limited to two (2) ride-
alongs per year.  The ride-along may be    
terminated at any time if the applicant does 
not follow instructions given by the officer or 
interferes with police activities.   
 

The Police Department encourages its     
citizens to participate in this program to   
enable them to get a better feel for the     
services provided to the community. 
 
R a y t o w n  C i t i z e n s   
C r im e  W a t c h  P a t r o l   
The Raytown Citizens Crime Watch        
organization is comprised of dedicated      
volunteers, who take pride in their          
community and dedicate both time and      
talent to deter crime by serving as "extra   
eyes and ears for the police department".   
The Raytown Citizen Crime Watch         
organization is working to maintain crime     
at a low level- keeping Raytown a desirable 
community in which to live. Watch for the  
Crime Watch signs on the sides of our     
vehicles in your neighborhood. 
 

If you are interested in becoming an involved 
citizen and you have a few hours to spare 
please contact Crime Watch at 358-1442 for 
more information.  

www.raytowncitizenscrimewatchpatrol.com 

 
RAYTOWN FIRE 
PROTECTION DISTRICT 
6020 Raytown Trafficway 
816-737-6034 
www.raytownfire.com 

Our Mission  
 

The Raytown Fire  
Protection District's 
mission is to protect 
the people & property 
within our service area 

by providing the  
widest range of  

professional emergency  
services possible. 

 

How we intend to accomplish  
our mission: 
We will deliver these services in an effort     
to mitigate the adverse effects of fire,       
sudden medical emergencies or exposure to 
dangerous conditions created by man or   
nature.  We intend to do so with rapid,    
professional, humanitarian services essential 
to their health, safety and well being. We will 
accomplish our mission utilizing the best   
personnel to deliver prevention, public 
awareness, fire suppression, emergency   
medical services and other related emergency 
and non-emergency activities. We will actively 
participate in our community and strive to 
effectively utilize all of the resources at our 
command to complete this mission. 
 

The Raytown Fire Protection District is an 
independent taxing entity from the City of 
Raytown. We are authorized to operate  
under the State of Missouri Statue Chapter 
321 and have since 1947.  
 

The District is governed by a three-member 
board of directors. Each director serves a   
six-year term, with each term staggered every 
other year. They meet twice a month,     
generally on the second and fourth Monday’s 
of each month with an occasional special 
meeting as warranted.  
 

The department employs 36 full time       
personnel under the supervision of an     
appointed Fire Chief. Each shift has 
ten personnel, with one additional Chief  
O f f i c e r  a s s i g n e d  a s  t h e  s h i f t                      
commander.  Extra manpower for fire     
suppression is made up of off duty firefighters. 
In 2009, the District entered into an      
agreement with the Kansas City Fire        
Department for “automatic aid”. This is an 
upgrade to other mutual aid agreements. The 
district agrees to respond to calls for service 
within a geographical boundary for fire and 
EMS services. This is based on the closest 
available unit rather than city limits or       
jurisdictional boundaries. In return, Kansas 
City Fire Department responds to any     
request we may have for assistance. This 



includes structural fires, hazardous materials 
spills and leaks, building collapse rescue and 
high rise fires. Instead of having just up to     
11 Raytown Firefighters, there could be as 
many as 43 on a residential fire. This is safer 
for our firefighters, more efficient delivery for 
as many task needed to be performed and 
potentially reduces the overall loss of a fire by 
getting the job done quicker with more    
manpower.  The district has signed mutual aid 
agreements with all jurisdictions in the     
Missouri side of the metro area. The district 
has signed statewide mutual aid agreements, 
to send and receive apparatus and manpower 
should the need arise.   The full time staff 
works within three battalions. Raytown   
Firefighters work 24 hours on duty with      
48 hours off duty. 
 

The Fire Department uses the 2006 edition   
of the International Fire Code. On duty    
companies inspect businesses, churches and 
educational facilities. Businesses are placed on 
a rotation of annual, semi-annual or bi-annual 
inspections depending on hazardous       
processes or occupancy type.  Facilities, 
Equipment and Apparatus Maintenance     
division is responsible for two stations, three 
pumpers, one aerial truck and assorted    
support vehicles. 
 

Emergency Medical Services are delivered at 
the advanced life support level (Paramedic). 
We support the City of Raytown Ambulance 
Services with a tandem response to life 
threatening emergencies. All apparatus have 
the latest in emergency medical equipment, 
including Lifpak monitor/defibrillators. Twenty 
three of the thirty six full time personnel are 
State of Missouri licensed Emergency Medical 
Technicians. Ten more are Paramedics with 
three more in paramedic school.   
 

All firefighting personnel have been trained 
and certified to the latest National Fire     
Protection Association standard for         
Firefighter 1 and 2. The District has entered 
into an agreement with the City of Raytown 
to be licensed as an Emergency Medical    
Response Agency or EMRA. This is          
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authorized under Missouri statutes; allowing 
our paramedics to perform the same       
procedures as ambulance based paramedics 
with the exception of transportation. It is the 
Districts ultimate intent to have at least one 
paramedic staffing a fire truck on both front 
line apparatus 24 hours a day. This will ensure 
that Advance Life Support (ALS) can begin as 
soon as we arrive and or Raytown EMS is 
busy running other calls for service.  Most fire 
district personnel are cross trained for other 
positions. Meaning firefighters can work as 
drivers and drivers can work as captains. 
There are fifteen who have at least Associate 
of Arts degrees in Fire Science. The district 
personnel hold state certificates in fire      
investigations, fire inspector, fire instructor, 
hazardous material technician and certified 
fire officers.  Firefighters belong to the     
International Association of Firefighters 
(IAFF) Local 1730. A new contract was just 
signed for a three year period.  
 

The district operates off of $3.5 million dollar 
operations budget (for Budget Year 2009). 

 

816816816816----356356356356----5141514151415141    
 

9120 E. 350 Highway 

 

Serving Raytown Serving Raytown Serving Raytown Serving Raytown     
Since 1964Since 1964Since 1964Since 1964    

 

www.funhousepizza.com 
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Currently, the major portion of tax support 
comes from personal and real property.       
A $0.78 mil levy is set for general operations. 
Firefighter’s pensions are supported by          
a $0.05 mil levy. Debt Service is set at 
$0.16mil for the bond retirement. The total 
set by adding all together is $0.99 mil. The 
fire district also receives revenue from sales 
tax, which is collected as one fourth of one 
percent on all sales, with the exception of 
domestic utilities use.  
 

Alarm ratio between fire related and emer-
gency medical have remained constant; 75% 
are medical and 25% are fire related. The 
response times have been monitored for the 
last ten years. They remain nearly constant at 
four minutes nine seconds average.  
 

With the help of the City of Raytown,      
Opticom was installed through out most of 
the City's traffic controlled intersections with 
signal light preemption equipment. This    
product will help reduce response times and 
make the response in a safer manner. This 
technology will give an emergency vehicle       
a green light through a controlled intersection 
and hold traffic in all other directions of travel 
until the emergency vehicle clears the      
intersection. 
 

Insurance Services Office (ISO) gave Raytown 
a class 4 rating in 1988. This rating is made to 
set the insurance rates for commercial     
properties. Most insurance underwriters use 
this classification to set the insurance rate for 
residential rates as well. With improvements 
in dispatching, communication equipment, up 
grades in manpower and water supply        
the next grading could reduce the             
classification to 3. 
 

In 2006 voters approved a capital            
improvement for the fire district of 7.4     
million dollars by a four to one margin. Both 
fire stations were upgraded, remodeled and 
added onto.   The Raytown Fire District's 
remodeling project has won a prestigious 
2009 SILVER AWARD in the Station Style 
contest with FIRE CHIEF Magazine. Our entry 
was one of five categories. All of the winners 

 
of this contest were published in this national 
trade magazine in the November 2008      
edition. Congratulations to McCowan-
Gordon Construction and Hoefer-Wysocki 
Architects companies!   
 

The same election also asked for funds to hire 
six more firefighters. That too was passed 
overwhelmingly. The project was finished 
ahead of schedule and slightly under budget. 
Administrative offices and Fire crews       
relocated on site during the construction. 
The new building was occupied in the       
summer of 2008.  
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EMTs former graduates of the program.  In 
addition to EMT training, Raytown EMS has a 
wide variety of special classes for the EMS 
provider, nurses and doctors. 
 

The City of Raytown's Department of     
Emergency Medical Services was award the 
EMS Service of the year in 2007.  Raytown 
EMS was also very honored to have Brandon 
Buckman, a Paramedic with Raytown EMS, 
voted Paramedic of the Year for the State     
of Missouri.  The Missouri Emergency Medical 
Services Association recognized the         
progressive and compassionate qualities of 
the Department, making Raytown EMS the 
best of nearly 280 licensed EMS agencies.  In 
2009, Director Matthew Cushman, EMT-P, 
was awarded as the Missouri Emergency 
Medical Services Association's Administrator 
of the Year.  In addition, Raytown EMS was 
recognized in 2009 for their commitment to 
excellence in their treatment of Stroke and 
STEMI (heart attack) patients in our         
community.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Raytown EMS also offers many services to the 
community such as CPR and first aid classes, 
free blood pressure checks, and child safety 
seat installations and checks. In 2009 Raytown 
EMS gave away over 100 car seats to those in 
need and inspected and installed hundreds 
more.  Raytown EMS participates in many 
public relations events throughout the      
community such as hosting blood drives and 
does a yearly food drive for REAP. The     
employees at Raytown EMS feel strongly 
about giving to their community and do so 
through a wide variety of various             
programs.  Raytown EMS has a history of 
going beyond their mission and reaching out 
to the community in new and thoughtful 
ways.  Everyone is welcome to visit Raytown 
Emergency Medical Services. 

RAYTOWN EMERGENCY  
SERVICES 
10020 E. 66th Terrace 
816-737-6030 
www.raytown.mo.us 

 

The mission of the     
Raytown Emergency 
Medical Services is to 
provide high quality,    
efficient, and effective 
emergency medical     
services to the citizens 
of Raytown and all 

others that we serve, and to promote 
wellness and safety for all citizens of  
our community by offering pertinent 
programs of education and training, and 
by monitoring the health of our citizens 
with various services. 
 

Raytown Emergency Medical Services has 
been in operation since July 4th, 1976. The 
ambulance service was previously located at 
7021 Elm, which was an old fire station from 
1980 until 1999. In February 2000 the      
ambulance station was relocated to 10020 E. 
66th Terrace. A ceremony was held in March 
2000 dedicating the building to Willard H. 
Ross, a former mayor, who was instrumental 
in establishing Raytown Emergency Medical 
Services.  Raytown EMS operates two      
ambulances 24 hours a day. The service    
employs 11 paramedics and 4 EMTs along 
with administrative and part-time staff.     
Raytown Emergency Medical Services is a 
municipally operated service.  In 2007,      
Raytown EMS responded to over 4000 calls, 
both emergency and non-emergency. 
 

In January 2005, Raytown EMS became a 
training center accredited through the State 
of Missouri’s Bureau of Emergency Medical 
Services. In March 2006, Raytown EMS began 
its first EMT program.  Raytown EMS offers 
two EMT courses a year for persons        
interested in pre-hospital emergency care. In 
2009, Raytown EMS graduated a record     
number of EMT students through their      
program with many of the full and part time 
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GE Energy 
 

Global Company. Local Commitment. 
 

Headquarted in Raytown, Missouri, GE Energy’s 

Environmental Services group offers comprehensive air 

quality solutions to customers in energy and industry. 

We incorporate multiple products, services, and 

technologies that help reduce emissions, improve 

plant performance and increase overall profitability. 

 

 

GE Energy ● 8800 E. 63rd Street 

(816) 356-8400 

imagination at work 
 

RAYTOWN QUALITY SCHOOLS 
6608 Raytown Road 
816-268-7000 
www.raytownschools.org 

E i g h t  i n d e p e n d e n t       
e lementary  schoo l s     
consolidated in order to 
p r ov i d e  t h e  b e s t         
education for their     
community in 1903, and 
more than one hundred 
years later, Raytown 
Quality Schools is in its 
second century of quality 

education and also an exciting time of growth 
and change. Staff and parents challenge      
students to strive to reach their academic and 
social  potential, and the district helps provide 
the programs they need to succeed. 
 

Throughout the Raytown community,       
residents have come to “Expect the         
Exceptional” in both student and teacher 
performance and they have continued a 
strong tradition of community support.  This 

includes a wide range of academic programs 
as well as extra-curricular activities.   
 

While the focus is on K-12 education, the 
Raytown C2 School District has programs 
that reflect the community’s commitment to 
education at any age.  From early childhood 
education to adult education, nearly everyone 
can find a quality program of interest and 
value. 
 

From a November 2006 $30 million bond 
issue, the District was able to construct    
New Trails Early Learning Center, for early 
childhood education, renovate Blue Ridge 
Elementary to create a Multi-Purpose room, 
renovate the Raytown Education Center to 
become Raytown Central Middle School, the 
District’s third middle school, and begin   
construction on Little Blue Elementary, the 
District’s tenth elementary, and the first new 
building in over four decades. 
 

Additionally, bond funds were used to create 
science classrooms at both high schools.  As a 
part of other developments in conjunction 
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with the city, the District also renovated the 
former Aquila building for use as a conference 
center and to house District technology    
services and the Raytown Success Academy 
(formerly the Raytown Alternative School), 
and completed a building project, which will 
combine nearly all Herndon Vocational    
programs into one campus setting. All      
projects are now complete, with Little Blue 
Elementary Dedication Ceremonies held in 
September of 2009.   
 

In 2009, seventy three percent of graduates 
indicated they were going to college or a 
business or technical school.  The A+      
Program in each high school is assisting    
students in obtaining post high school       
education at a reduced rated at state       
universities and junior colleges.   
 

One of the hallmarks of the District’s quality 
is the ability to offer specialized programs 
designed to meet a variety of student 
needs.  The Herndon Career Center prepares 
students for immediate employment after 
graduation or a head start on college hours 
and has recently obtained its North          
Central Accreditation. The Raytown Success 
Academy ensures that students struggling in 
conventional classroom situations will be 
provided other opportunit ies for             
success.  Complete special education services 
are available to students requiring these    
programs, with many mainstreamed into the 
regular classes. Additionally, Northwood 
School serves students with multiple       
handicaps from Raytown and 13 other     
districts.  
 

The District is also known for its quality   
support systems for teachers both new to the 
profession and experienced. Extensive staff 
development with a research base is       
prevalent throughout the academic          
areas.  This commitment to continuously 
training teachers is evidenced in the success 
of students.  Collaboration among educators, 
parents, and others who live and work in the 
district boundaries have created a sense of 
community, with the common goal being   
student success.   

Raytown has a small town feel with its     
welcoming and safe environment, while being 
located in a predominantly suburban 
area.  Those who have attended Raytown 
Quality Schools or sent their children to     
the schools remain its best supporters. 

 

OUR EXCEPTIONALS 
 

• National ProStart Culinary Arts      
Champions are from Herndon Career      
Center. 

• Sixteen students named as National 
Merit semifinalists, and nine chosen as finalists 
in the last eleven years.  

• Both high schools have debate and    
forensics squads ranked in the top 100      
nationally. 

• Both high schools have competitive   
robotics teams. 

• Annual selections to all metro, district 
and state choirs, bands, and orchestras. 

• Only district in the metropolitan area 
with a Rhodes Scholar as an alumnus. 

• A model entrepreneurship program at 
both middle schools. 

• All schools involved in Professional 
Learning Communities. 

• High School counselor was named    
Greater Kansas City School Counseling    
Association Counselor of the Year 
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• Elementary School counselor was named 
Greater Kansas City School Counseling    
Association Counselor of the Year. 

• Raytown Educational Foundation annually 
awards approximately $10,000 in teaching 
grants. 
Special education director given the         
Recognition Award by the Missouri       
Counselors and Administrators of Special 
Education and recognition as the             
Missouri Council of Administrators of Special 
Education new Administrator of the year      
in 2008. 
 

DISTRICT AT-A-GLANCE, 2009-2010 

• Enrollment…….…....approximately 8,800 

• Full-time employees.……………….1,250 

• Ten elementary schools 

• Three middle schools 

• Two high schools 

• One alternative school 

• Early childhood services 

• A school for multiple handicapped stu-
dents serving thirteen districts 

• Vocational school serving seven districts 
  

PRIVATE SCHOOLS 
In addition to the Raytown Quality School 
District, several private and parochial schools 
serve the community. Students from Raytown 
and the surrounding areas benefit from       
the high quality of education these schools 
provide. 
 

Archbishop O’Hara High School 
(816) 763-4800 
9001 James A. Reed Rd  KC MO 64138 
 

Blue Ridge Christian School 
(816) 358-0950 
8524 Blue Ridge Blvd  KC MO 64138 
 

Heart of America Christian Fellowship 
(816) 356-6380 
7600 Blue Ridge Blvd  KC MO 64138 
 

Islamic School of Greater Kansas City 
(816) 763-0322 
10007 James A. Reed Rd  KC MO 64134 

 

“A HELPFUL SMILE 
IN EVERY AISLE” 

Low Prices ● Friendly Employees 
Floral Shop ● Bakery 
Kitchen ●Pharmacy 

Freshest Meat & Produce 
Chinese & Italian 

 

9400 E. 350 Hwy  
Raytown 

(816) 358-9940 
www.hy-vee.com 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church/School 
(816) 353-7062 
8800 E Gregory Blvd  KC MO 64133 
 

Saint Regis School 
(816) 763-5837 
8941 James A. Reed Rd  KC MO 64138 
 

COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 
Located in the southern metropolitan area, 
Metropolitan Community College-Longview is 
a 15-minute drive for students from the area. 
Boasting more than 6,000 students, Longview 
has built a tradition of excellence that includes 
exceptional liberal arts, human services, and 
engineering programs. It is also the first    
community college ever selected as a TIME/
The Princeton Review College of the Year. 
Only the best colleges and universities in the 
nation receive this honor. 
University of Missouri, University of Central 
Missouri, Avila University, Rockhurst College, 
Columbia College and DeVry Institute of 
Technology all have campuses within driving 
distance of Raytown. 
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6222 RAYTOWN TRAFFICWAY 

RAYTOWN, MO 64133 •••• 816.743.8118 

store4771@theupsstore.com 


