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Ray t o w n         
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year s!  

Jeff 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER  

 

To t he Member ship,  

 

I put  t oget her  my fir st  newslet t er  t o t he member ship in May 2007 and t oday you 

ar e r eceiving my last .  It  is cr azy t o t hink my t ime as your  Pr esident  w ill be   

coming t o an end on Mar ch 14.  For  6,245 days, I have been t he Pr esident  and 

have loved my job w it h t he Rayt own Chamber .  W or k does not  feel l ike wor k 

when you love what  you do ever y day.   

 

William James once said, “The greatest use of a life is to spend it on something 
t hat  we feel w ill out last  us.  I feel we have done excellent  wor k over  t he year s, 

and I’m proud of what we have accomplished together.  Thank you for letting me 
be a part of the team”.  At the end of each year, I try to reflect on the lessons I 
have lear ned especially fr om the Boar d of D ir ector s.  O ver  t he year s, I have 

wor ked w it h some of t he most  wonder ful people.  A t  t he St at e of t he Cit y 

luncheon last  month, I t o ld t hose at t ending t hat  ever y one of you have been a 

par t  of my jour ney.   

 

I w ill cher ish all t he memor ies I have had w it h t he Raytown Chamber .  I t hink 

back t o when I fir st  st ar t ed vo lunt eer ing in 1991 and it  makes me smile.  Clean 

up days, Round-Up D ays Fest ival and par ade, st uffing envelopes wit h t he        

employees of Sout heast  Ent er pr ises, BBQ , Summer Fest , r egional t r anspor t at ion, 

Raytown N ight  at  t he Royals, Maver icks and now Comet s, t he Rock Island Tr ail, 

t he building r emodel and now t hinking of t he pot ent ial Raytown has t o make a 

name for  it self in 2026 w it h t he visit or s of t he W or ld Cup ar e her e.   

 

But  most  o f all, I t hink about  you being t her e for  me and my family dur ing some 

of our most heartbreaking times in our life’s.  I will never be able to express 
how much I appr eciat ed it .   

 

I t r uly believe now is t he t ime for  Raytown, t o st ep int o t he limelight .  W e r eally 

don’t want to be the best kept secret any more.  We want everyone to know 
just how great our “little” town is.   
 

I am r et ir ing, but  not  going away.  I w ill be ar ound and hope t o par t icipat e in 

some event s.  Remember  in 2029, we w ill be opening t wo t ime capsules.     

 

I per sonally am ver y excit ed about  t he hir ing of Jeff H ir st  t o  t ake my place as 

Pr esident .  I have known Jeff for  a long t ime, in fact  since 2010.  He br ings t o t he 

t able exper ience in ar eas t hat  will help t o cont inue moving t he Chamber         

for war d.  I appr eciat e Michelle W ill iams agr eeing t o  move t o a vo lunt eer  st at us 

so I could st ay on and help Jeff t r ansit ion t o his new r o le.  D ur ing t he t r ansit ion, 

Jeff w ill lear n t he day t o day oper at ions of not  only t he Chamber  but  also t he 

Building Foundat ion.  Jeff is not  a st r anger  t o Raytown, in fact  he has a passion 

for  t he communit y even t hough he did not  gr own up her e.  I t hink he will fit  

right in.  Please allow him the time to learn and make the President’s position his 
own, especially w it h your  help!  

 

Hugs t o you all,  

Vi cki  Turnbow, Presi dent 

 

B oard of D i rector s 
 

Rober t  Atkins, Chair  

Farmers Insurance Agency 
 

ElizaBeth Clayton, Chair  Elect 

W ilshire at Lakewood Rehab Center  
 

Jourdan Pr ice, Secretary/Treasurer  

Personal Care Dental Group 
 

Pat r ick Nelson, Past Chair  

Red Tail Academy 
 

At L arge M embers 
Chiki Thompson  
Raytown W ater 

    B oard M embers 
 

Me’Shelle Bishop 

Cornerstone Home Improvements 

 
Kory Br inton 
Brinton Electr ic 
 

Jeff H irst  (through 03/14/2024) 
Associate Member 
 

Carmen Kraus 
Connection Point Church 

 

Mackenzie Magwire 
Mack Cur io Creations 

 

Br ian Ross 
Edward Jones 
 

Jason Sneddon 
Greater Kc Homes 

 
Zac Sweets 
Evergy 
 
 

Apr il Har r ington, Liaison 
Raytown Main Street Assoc. 
 

Chief Mat t  Mace, Liaison 

Raytown Fire Protection Dist. 
 

Dr. Penelope Mar t in-Knox, Liaison 

Raytown Quality Schools 
 

Dr. Kathr ine Swanson, Liaison 

Metropolitan Community College -  

Longview 
 

Missy W ilson, Liaison 

City of Raytown 

S taff 

Vicki Turnbow, President 

president@raytownchamber.com 

 

 

Michelle W illiams, Par t t ime Staff 

staff@raytownchamber.com 

mailto:president@raytownchamber.com
https://www.facebook.com/ThinkRaytownFirst


 
 

 

 
 

     M EM B ER  M A R K ET 

 

Interested in marketing in this monthly  

Newsletter  - contact the Chamber today. 

 

Business Card Size  

• 3 months $55.00 

• Full year $160  
  
 

https://bukaty.com/
https://gflenv.com/harrisonville/
http://www.partypop.com/vendor/Knights-of-Columbus-Council-4962/4047872
http://www.wardtechnologykc.com/


 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Raytown N i ght at the Comets - 02/ 10/ 2024 



 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S tate of the Ci ty L uncheon - 02/ 22/ 2024 



 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S tate of the Ci ty Address - 02/ 22/ 2024 

Chair of the Board, Robert Atkins   

welcoming the group. 

Quartet from 

Connection Point 

Church singing 

the National    

Anthem.   

A big thank you to Zac Sweets with 

Evergy for  their continued support 

of the Chamber and being this 

month’s luncheon sponsor.   

Mayor Mike McDonough presenting   

Vicki Turnbow a Proclamation from the 

City.  It  was a total surpr ise! 
Mayor Mike McDonough 

State of the City Address 

Pastor Brian Stone leading the 

group in the invocation and pledge. 



 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chamber  D ay at the Capi tol  - 02/ 27/ 2024 

 



 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Out and About i n  the Communi ty 

Marth Cockerell presents Rene 

Purtee (Arvest Bank) with a Pillar 

of Service Award at the annual 

Raytown Educational Foundation 

Share the Love Breakfast.   

Zac Sweets (Evergy) and a member 

of the Raytown Chamber Board, 

along with Damon Hodges, City  

Administrator “Talk Raytown”.  
Click here to listen 

Vicki signing her last checks as President 

of the Raytown Chamber.  There will be 

a lot of last the next few weeks.   

Vicki handing over the Raytown Live 

minutes and paperwork to Toni  

Alexander.   

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCB2ojph9la0h3zPwR_9NC7A


 

 

Monthly A.M. Connect ions - $50; 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. (invoiced the month before) ( 

if your business or  organization does not have a physical location in Raytown, you may be able to host it  at the 

Chamber office) 

Company name/logo will be included in the marketing mater ials including newsletter , website, etc. 

16 color  invitat ions will be sent to you to use to invite your neighbors, customers or  to potential Chamber 

members. 

Only requirement is coffee. 

Contact the Chamber for  available months (usually the third Tuesday of the month) 

 

1630 Networking (Aft er  Hours) - $50; 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. (invoiced the month before)  

(if your business or  organization does not have a physical location in Raytown, you may be able o host it  at the 

Chamber office) 

Company name/logo will be included on the marketing mater ials including newsletter , website, etc. 

16 color  invitat ions will be sent to you to use to invite your neighbors, customers, or  potential Chamber 

members. 

Only requirement is refreshments of some sort. 

Contact the Chamber for  available months (usually the first Thursday of the month) 

 

What’s on the Menu? Educational Series - $50 sponsorship for  a one-hour presentation  

(invoiced the month before) 

Interested in educating the Membership about your product or  service, contact the Chamber today. 

Held over  breakfast or  lunch; Staff secures location and coordinates food. 

Attendees must make a reservation and the cost per person will be determined by the caterer  we use. 
 

 

Podcast  - Talk Raytown - $50 and invoiced the month of the sponsorship 

Company will be sent a form to fill out about their  company and we will provide several shoutouts dur ing the  

podcast about the business.  Business logo will be listed on the Chamber’s event calendar for that specific  
date.   Months open are:  May, July, August, October and November. 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S ti l l  plenty of dates to sponsor  - Coffee, After  Hours, Educati onal  S er i es or  Podcast?   



 
 
Have you utilized your member benefits lately? 
Thank you to those businesses who paid 110% and are now members of the  

 
 
 
 
 

I asked Jeff to tell me in his own words, why should a business join the Chamber and here is his response:   
 

Joining the Raytown Area Chamber of Commerce and Tourism offers businesses numerous advantages that can significantly 

impact their growth and success. Firstly, the Chamber provides a comfortable platform for networking, allowing companies 

to connect with other local businesses, potential customers, and industry leaders. These networking opportunities often lead 

to valuable partnerships, collaborations, and referrals, which can ultimately boost revenue and expand market reach. I 
know this first-hand. Additionally, the resources and support offered to help businesses navigate challenges, whether it's 

through advocacy efforts, educational luncheons/workshops, or access to valuable business insights and market trends. Being 

a member of the Raytown Chamber also lends credibility to a business, signaling to customers and stakeholders a         

commitment to community involvement and ethical business practices.  

 

I also asked him; If a business is not a Chamber member and says they don’t have time to participate, how would 
you get them to think about joining anyway.   
 

Joining a Chamber is a great way to give back to your community of businesses.  The Raytown Chamber not only promotes 

their members but also promotes the community.  A business could look at it as “Civic responsibility” which means active 

participation in the public life of a community in an informed, committed, and constructive manner, with a focus on the 

common good.   

 
If you know a business that is not a member or  if you are reading this 

newsletter  and would like to join, click on the link below to look over the 

application and a list of possible benefits.   

If you have any questions, call the Chamber office at 816-353-8500.   

 

 

Click here to review the benefit s and online applicat ion.   

C H A M B E R  R E N E W A L S             We would l i ke to thank our  members who gave 110%. 

 

☺Associate Member Charlotte Belger 2000 

Associate Member Clarice Titus 2003 

☺Associate Member Dave Thurman, 2016 

☺Associate Member Michelle Williams 2018 

Aviation Institute of Maintenance, Adrian Rothrock 2009 

☺Big Brothers Big Sisters, Anna Bazan-Munguia 2021 

Business Benefit Solutions, LLC, Lester Morris 2023 

☺Cole Pest Control Keri Savage 2014 

Guenther Studio, LLC, Stephen Guenther 2001  

 

 

 

 

Morgansites.com, Joe Morgan 2020 

Network Computing Solutions, LLC, Bryce Garner, Keith Selk 

1994/2019 

Spire Energy, Theresa Garza 1991 

SQ/ FT. Construction, Zane Hall 2018 

St. Regis Academy, Darby O’Neill, Robin Fisher 2014 

The Recovery Village Kansas City, Lisa St. Aubyn,  

Gloria Nepote 2023  

https://raytownchamber.com/chamber/chamber-benefits/


 

Raytown Chamber / Rotary Gol f Tournament 05/ 13/ 2024   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     

 

https://raytownchamber.chambermaster.com/events/details/golf-tournament-raytown-chamber-rotary-4933


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLICK HERE TO READ THE REST OF THE NEW SLETTER 

 

Ci ty Connecti ons - Wi nter  2024  

https://www.raytown.mo.us/newsletter


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     

 

 

K ni ghts of Columbus - Fi sh Fr i es   



 

 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

         

 

 

M arch Events 

MARCH MEMBERHSIP LUNCHEON 
 

W EDNESDAY, 03/27/2024 
 

$20 PER PERSON  
(CATERING BY  

COSENTINO’S CATERING) 
Raytown W ellness Center  

11:00 - 11:30 Networking/Check In 
 

11:30 - Noon Buffet  Lunch 
 

Noon - 1:00 Program  
Topic:  Mental Health/Addict ion 

 
Click here to register  

https://raytownchamber.chambermaster.com/events/details/march-2024-membership-luncheon-4927
https://raytownchamber.chambermaster.com/events/details/march-2024-a-m-connections-networking-4952


 

 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

         

 

Congratulations to Matt Cushman for 

being named the 2023 CIT            

Perseverance Achievement Award 

Award for  the Mid-America CIT 

Council.   

 

M embers i n  the N ews 

Click here to visit the school district’s   
website to see all t he updates.    

http://www.raytownschools.org/
https://www.raytownschools.org/
https://www.raytownschools.org/


 

 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Traffic Alert: MoDOT permit work will close a lane on eastbound and  
westbound 350 Hwy between Westridge Rd. & E. 87th 
Street. 

This will be a 24-hour lane closure beginning on  
Monday, Jan. 29 through the end of May 2024. 
 

During the work, No left turn movements allowed, in all  di-
rections, at the intersection of 350 Hwy & Noland Rd. Mo-
torists are reminded to slow down and proceed with cau-
tion while driving in work zones. 

 
 

 

M embers i n  the N ews 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sisters in Christ is thr illed to announce their 2024 monthly food distr ibution events.   

 

10:00 - 11:30 a.m. 

Raytown School Education & Conference Center 

(10750 E. 350 Highway, Raytown, MO 64138 

 

Interested in helping them come together to provide essential support to those in need.  

Spread the word and let’s make a positive impact in our community. 
 

Click on the image above for  their  website 

http://www.sistersinchristkc.org


5909 RAYTOW N TRAFFICW AY 

RAYTOW N, MO 64133-3860 
 

816-353-8500   FAX 816-353-8525 

RaytownChamber.com  
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