
Chamber 
Connections
2026 February Newsletter

2026 Corporate Sponsors

Award Winners: Jose Prieto - JPA Roofing, Sam Gahm - GahmPlay Video Productions, Larry Jones - Connection 
Point Church, Britt Slaughter-Henry - CommunityAmerica Credit Union, and Cayla Chavez - CCDESIGNS

https://www.arvest.com/
http://shamrockcabinet.com/
https://cornerstonewindowskc.com/
https://s1l.com/loanofficer/wendymcdermott/about-me/
https://www.universityhealthkc.org/


Board of Directors
MacKenzie Peters - Chair
Mack Curio Creations
Dave Thurman - Chair Elect
Associate Member
Wendy McDermott - Secretary/Treasurer
Synergy One Lending
Jourdan Price - Past Chair
Personal Care Dental Group

At Large Members
Rene Purtee
Arvest Bank
Josh Morales
Nest Financial
Joohae “Chewy” Yoon
GOCHEW Burger and Sandwich

Board Members
Kory Brinton
Fatboy Electric
Theresa Garza
Spire Missouri, Inc.
Carmen Kraus
Connection Point Church
Jason Sneddon
Greater Kc Homes
Zac Sweets
Evergy
Kei’Shaun Redmond-Britton
Duffle Bag Apparel & Bag Co.
Sam Gahm
Gahmplay Video Productions
Britt Slaughter-Henry
CommunityAmerica Credit Union
Steve Guenther, Liaison
Raytown Main Street Assoc.
Chief Matt Mace, Liaison
Raytown Fire Protection Dist.
Dr. Penelope Martin-Knox, Liaison
Raytown Quality Schools
Dr. Ryan Crider, Liaison
Metropolitan Community College -  Longview
Shana Kelly, Liaison
City of Raytown
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Member Market

https://bukaty.com/


Member Market
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YOUR AD HERE
Interested in marketing in the monthly 

Newsletter? Contact the Chamber today.
 

Business Card Size
· 3 months $55.00

· Full year $160

http://www.partypop.com/vendor/Knights-of-Columbus-Council-4962/4047872
http://www.wardtechnologykc.com/
https://gflenv.com/harrisonville/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pbw-KNsvsv4


https://raytownchamber.chambermaster.com/store/2026-raytown-soccer-scarf
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The KC Game Plan 2026 
PlayBook is Now Available 

from KC2026
Download

(this is a live document that 
changes constantly)

https://kansascityfwc26.com/kc-game-plan/
https://kansascityfwc26.com/assets/KC2026_GamePlan_Playbook_v1.1.pdf
https://kansascityfwc26.com/assets/KC2026_GamePlan_Playbook_v1.1.pdf
https://kansascityfwc26.com/assets/KC2026_GamePlan_Playbook_v1.1.pdf
https://kansascityfwc26.com/assets/KC2026_GamePlan_Playbook_v1.1.pdf
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2025 Annual Chamber Awards Luncheon
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Awards Luncheon Continued..
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Awards Luncheon Continued..
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Awards Luncheon Continued..



Farms are all different: some farms focus on agriculture and some provide event space 
on their land. NorthStar Farm KC, 7419 Murkins Road, Kansas City, MO, is the rare 
exception as they offer all of this and more.

Dr. Jackie Tenney and his wife, Regina, were drawn to the 28 acre property that is now 
NorthStar Farm KC in 2017. Overlooking the Little Blue River Valley, the land was 
originally purchased by the Tenney’s as a family retreat in preparation for retirement. 
Once they bought the property, they began to see its true potential and the “once in a 
lifetime opportunity” of creating NorthStar Farm KC was born.

Family-owned and operated, NorthStar Farm KC
 is a rarity as it is an urban farm which grows 
seasonally fresh, organic produce and also serves 
as a rustic event space featuring indoor and 
outdoor event venues. The farm offers Agrotourism 
opportunities, including information about 
sustainable agriculture, offering plants for sale, 
and in 2025, opening Dr. Carver’s Kids Garden 
(named for George Washington Carver, renowned 
scientist and educator). The garden offers an 
immersive, sensory garden experience where 
children (and parents) can explore nature while 
learning about flowers, culinary and medicinal herbs, 
and where their food actually originates (it’s not just 
from the grocery store!). Agrotourism and tours of 
Dr. Carver’s Kids Garden can be scheduled at 
info@northstarfarmkc. Families, youth groups, 
homeschool, and school districts are welcome and 
encouraged to schedule tours.

The event venue side of NorthStar Farm KC is impressive. The property is perfect for 
families, businesses, schools, groups, and organizations to enjoy a comfortable, scenic, 
affordable rustic retreat in the city. With a fully stocked pond complete with floating 
fishing dock, private campsites, modern bathrooms, partially covered outdoor pavilion, 

By Michelle Williams

Photo Credit: NorthStar Farms

NorthStar Farm KC: A Country Experience in the City



fishing dock, private campsites, modern bathrooms, partially covered outdoor pavilion, 
an outdoor grill, two fire pits, a 500 sq ft indoor space with 50 seat capacity, and intimate 
indoor meeting space with kitchenette, NorthStar Farm KC can accommodate your 
vision of the perfect event. Add in the stunning views of rolling hills, Little Blue River 
Valley, and a nature trail, and this property truly is a gem in the Raytown area 
community.

In addition to Dr. Carver’s 
Kids Garden, NorthStar 
Farm KC has recently 
installed two hot houses 
to extend their growing 
season. The hothouses 
can also be utilized for 
hands-on gardening 
classes and workshops. 
Unique photoshoot 
opportunities are available 
throughout the property; 
photographers can send 
an email to inquire on 
details.

Photo Credit: NorthStar Farms

In 2026, NorthStar Farm KC has even more planned. There will be a “Spring Fest” in 
May and a “Fall Fest” in late October (featuring the farm’s Annual Chili Cook-Off); both 
events are open to the public. Other events are currently being developed and will be 
shared on the Raytown Area Chamber of Commerce and Tourism Community Calendar. 
NorthStar Farm KC is excited to be opening up their farm campsites to local and 
international visitors for the soccer sporting event hosted in Kansas City from June 11- 
July 16, 2026. Visitors will need to provide their own camping gear (tents, sleeping bags, 
etc.). Future plans include partnering with other local urban farmers to offer a wider 
range of produce and products, as well as partnering with the local community, schools, 
non-profits, groups, and businesses to explore what NorthStar Farm KC has to offer.

Want to learn more about the Raytown area local farm? Schedule a visit or consider 
becoming a volunteer. Volunteers are always welcome at NorthStar Farm KC! 
Opportunities are available to individuals, groups, and families. Contact the farm for 
more information. Whether you visit, volunteer, or attend an event at NorthStar Farm 
KC, let us know by tagging #VisitRaytown on your pictures and posts.
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Raytown Featured in Business View Magazine

https://businessviewmagazine.com/brochures/nov-2025/raytown-mo/3/


https://www.thcf.org/students/scholarships


Kansas City Current Announces 
Multifaceted Partnership with 
Arvest Bank — The Kansas City 
Current recently announced 
a landmark multi-year partnership 
with Arvest Bank to be the 
new entitlement sponsor of the 
suite level and Pitch Club at CPKC 
Stadium. Beginning in 2026, both 
spaces will officially be known as the 
Arvest Bank Club and Suites. Read 
More

MEMBERSIn the news..
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Duffle Bag Apparel has announced a 
special “I AM” collaboration for the 
month of February in partnership with 
Store Manager, Courtney, aiming to 
highlight community, confidence, and 
representation through fashion. The 
initiative goes beyond traditional 
product promotion, focusing on 
storytelling, meaningful engagement, 
and creating a positive impact. Duffle 
Bag Apparel is inviting brands, 
organizations, and creatives interested 
in participating to get involved. Those 
seeking collaboration opportunities 
can contact them at 
info@dufflebagapparel.com. 

Read More via LinkedIn.

https://www.kansascitycurrent.com/news/kansas-city-current-announces-multifaceted-partnership-with-arvest-bank
https://www.kansascitycurrent.com/news/kansas-city-current-announces-multifaceted-partnership-with-arvest-bank
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7422308839393452034
mailto:info@dufflebagapparel.com
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7422308839393452034
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7422308839393452034


Men incarcerated at the Western Reception 
Diagnostic Correctional Center in St. Joseph, 
Missouri, are making a meaningful impact 
through the prison’s Restorative Justice 
program by creating handmade quilts, hats, 
scarves, and other items for River of Refuge 
families in transitional housing, donating more 
than 90 pieces in the past year. Initiated by 
activities coordinator Stacey Poirier, the 
partnership allows inmates to use their artistic 
and practical skills to give back to the 
community, fund their own supplies through 
canteen sales, and even provide financial 
donations when possible. 

MEMBERSIn the news..

For participants, the work offers relaxation, social connection, and a sense 
of purpose, helping them make positive contributions while developing 
personal growth. River of Refuge staff and families have expressed deep 
appreciation for the gifts, viewing the program as a powerful example of 
rehabilitation and community restoration, while Poirier and prison 
officials see it as evidence of inmates’ efforts to create something good 
from difficult circumstances. Follow River of Refuge on Facebook

 Page 16

https://www.facebook.com/RiverofRefuge/


https://raytownchamber.chambermaster.com/events/details/ejc-day-at-the-capitol-7781


https://www.youtube.com/@RaytownQualitySchools
https://raytownchamber.chambermaster.com/events/details/murder-mystery-dinner-a-raytown-rotary-fundraiser-7832


Welcome 
New Members!

Boujee Baker KC
Dekhar Trosper - Shelter Insurance

University Health Lakewood

Chamber Renewals

G.A. Precision - George Gardner, Kelcie Gilliland, 2019
Tom's Bar & Grill - Tom Hadley, Stephanie Wilson, 2023

Blessed Servants - Crystal Davis, 2023
Bluestem Habitat Restoration - Garrett Anderson, 2024

Associate Member - Michelle Williams, 2018
Awards & T-Shirt Specialists, Inc. - Angela 

O'Donohue-Singleton, 2012
The HALO Foundation - Nicole Gerken, Cherice 

Richmond, 2025
Metro Heat Volleyball Club - Ashley Williamson, 2025
GahmPlay Video Productions - Samuel Gahm, 2022

Morgansites.com - Joe Morgan, 2020
The Recovery Village Kansas City - Lisa St. Aubyn, Gloria 

Nepote, 2023
☺ Elara Caring - Karen Allwood, 2024

☺Associate Member Charlotte Belger, 2000
☺The Arc of the Ozarks - Harvey Lucas, Clay 

McGranahan, 2022
☺Spire Energy - Shaylyn Dean, 1991

Associate Member - Dave Thurman, 2016
Raytown Alderwoman Janet Emerson
Raytown Alderwoman Bonnaye Mims

Ultimate Advertising - Ashley Duncan, George Duncan, 
1990

☺We would like to thank our members who gave 110%.

Looking Forward to Lunch!
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Feb
26

State of the City Address
11A @ Connection Point Church

Mar
25

Phil LeVota - Jackson County Executive
11A @ RSECC

Apr
22

Porsche Seals - Caring for Kids Network
11A @ Community KC Church

https://raytownchamber.chambermaster.com/events/details/state-of-the-city-2026-february-membership-luncheon-7759
https://raytownchamber.chambermaster.com/events/details/march-2026-membership-luncheon-7782
https://raytownchamber.chambermaster.com/events/details/april-2026-chamber-membership-luncheon-7834
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Groundhog Day
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Membership Svcs 
Committee Mtg  @ 
Chamber & Zoom 
- 12p

5 6
 
Tourism 
Committee Mtg 
@ Chamber 
Office & Zoom - 
12p
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8 9 10 11
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Board of Director’s 
Mtg - 8a

13 14
 

15
 

16

Senior Celebration 
Committee @ 
Chamber Office & 
Zoom - 1p

President’s Day

17 18
 
Looking Towards 
2026 Committee  @ 
Chamber Office & 
Zoom - 10a

19
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Govt Relations 
Committee @ 
Chamber Office & 
Zoom - 8a

21
 

22
 

23 24
 
EJC Day @ The 
Capitol - 10A

25 26

State of the City 
Address - 
Membership 
Luncheon @ 
Connection Point 
11a

27
 

28

February
2026

Upcoming Community Event?
Don’t forget the Chamber’s online FREE Community Calendar!

 

5909 RAYTOWN TRAFFICWAY
RAYTOWN, MO 64133-3860

 

816-353-8500   FAX 816-353-8525
RaytownChamber.com

 

https://raytownchamber.chambermaster.com/events/calendar/

