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Board of Directors
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Wendy McDermott - Secretary/Treasurer
Synergy One Lending
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Personal Care Dental Group

At Large Members
Rene Purtee
Arvest Bank
Josh Morales
Nest Financial
Joohae “Chewy” Yoon
GOCHEW Burger and Sandwich

Board Members
Kory Brinton
Fatboy Electric
Theresa Garza
Spire Missouri, Inc.
Carmen Kraus
Connection Point Church
Jason Sneddon
Greater Kc Homes
Zac Sweets
Evergy
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Duffle Bag Apparel & Bag Co.
Sam Gahm
Gahmplay Video Productions
Britt Slaughter-Henry
CommunityAmerica Credit Union
Steve Guenther, Liaison
Raytown Main Street Assoc.
Chief Matt Mace, Liaison
Raytown Fire Protection Dist.
Dr. Penelope Martin-Knox, Liaison
Raytown Quality Schools
Dr. Ryan Crider, Liaison
Metropolitan Community College -  Longview
Shana Kelly, Liaison
City of Raytown
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YOUR AD HERE
Interested in marketing in the monthly 

Newsletter? Contact the Chamber today.
 

Business Card Size
· 3 months $55.00

· Full year $160

http://www.partypop.com/vendor/Knights-of-Columbus-Council-4962/4047872
http://www.wardtechnologykc.com/
https://gflenv.com/harrisonville/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pbw-KNsvsv4


https://raytownchamber.chambermaster.com/store/2026-raytown-soccer-scarf
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https://kansascityfwc26.com/kc-game-plan/


http://www.publicinput.com/blueridgeblvd
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2026 Grant Opportunities

PROGRAM OVERVIEW

The Amex Shop Small Grants Program, in partnership with American Express®, 
will fund more than 500 grants of $20,000 each, empowering small businesses to 

grow, innovate, and support their local communities. The program was initially 
launched with a $5 million contribution, and as a result of its giving pledge for 

eligible transactions made on Small Business Saturday®, American Express will 
now contribute an additional $5.1 million to the program – totaling over $10 

million in grants.

The Amex Shop Small Grants Program reflects the shared commitment of 
American Express and Main Street America to champion small businesses that 

strengthen communities and help local economies thrive. 

Applications will be open from Small Business Saturday, November 29, 2025, to 
Friday, January 16, 2026 at 11:59 CT. 

https://mainstreet.org/about/partner-collaborations/amex-shop-small-grant-program?utm_id=222


 Page 9

2026 Grant Opportunities

Program Eligibility
01 Your business must have a demonstrated impact on its community, such as creating new 
jobs, innovating new products, or making products and services more accessible.

02 We strongly prefer businesses operating for at least 1 year.

03 Your business must be generating revenue prior to your application for a grant.

04 We strongly prefer businesses directly impacting high‑need ZIP codes or LMI census tracts.

05 The business must be formed under United States law and operating within the United 
States.

https://www.breva.ai/thrive-grant


 Page 10

2026 Grant Opportunities

https://quickbooks.intuit.com/offers/small-business-hero-program/
https://quickbooks.intuit.com/offers/small-business-hero-program/
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2026 Grant Opportunities

The AARP Community Challenge grant 
program is part of the nationwide AARP 
Livable Communities initiative that helps 
communities make immediate 
improvements and jump-start long-term 
progress in support of residents of all 
ages.

Since its debut in 2017, the AARP 
Community Challenge has invested $24.3 
million in 2,100 livability projects, with a 
focus on meeting the needs of adults age 
50 or older, in all 50 states, Puerto Rico, 
the U.S. Virgin Islands and Washington, 
D.C.

Eligibility
The program is open to IRS-recognized nonprofit 
organizations — such as those with the designations 
501(c)(3), 501(c)(4) and 501(c)(6) — as well as to local 
government entitites 
Grants will not be provided to individuals or for-profit 
companies

AARP evaluates each project based on its consistency 
with the AARP mission to serve the needs of people 
50-plus

While project types and priorities can vary by year, 
AARP Community Challenge grants are typically used to 
support:

Permanent physical improvements in the community,
Temporary demonstrations that lead to long-term 
change, New, innovative programming pilots or services

https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/community-challenge/aarp-community-challenge/
https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/community-challenge/aarp-community-challenge/
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Open House & Ribbon Cutting 
Ceremony @ Rice-Tremonti
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Mix & Mingle After Hours @ Clark's Appliances
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Raytown Featured in Business View Magazine

https://businessviewmagazine.com/brochures/nov-2025/raytown-mo/3/


https://raytownchamber.chambermaster.com/events/details/ejc-day-at-the-capitol-7781


Talk Raytown - Spotify #Wrapped
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Zac Sweets, Host

Produced by GahmPlay Video Productions

https://gahmplay.com/
https://gahmplay.com/


Welcome 
New Members!

Guided Choice Insurance

Chamber Renewals
Alpine Breeze - Micah Davis, Susan Whitaker, 2024

Raytown Youth Baseball Softball Assoc - David 
Patterson, 2023

Hope Network of Raytown - Jacque Nordhus, 2008
Edward Jones - George Koepp, Malinda McKinney, 

Julie Buckner, 2017
☺ Blue Ridge Bank and Trust Co - Bill Esry, Amanda 

Plachte, Nicole Putnam, 1989
City of Raytown Alderwoman - Diane Krizek

☺ Carstar of Raytown - Ron Glenn, 1999
☺ United Consumers Credit Union - Nancy Davis, 

Paul LeVota, Terence Murphy, Sonia Nizami, 2003
☺ Big Brothers Big Sisters KC - Anna 

Bazan-Munguia, Sean Mitchell, Milca Aguirre, 2021
State Rep. District 28 - Donna Barnes, 2016

McIntosh Heating & Cooling - Jeff Mann, 1993
☺ Southeast Enterprises, Inc. - Nate Kaptena, 1995

☺We would like to thank our members who gave 110%.

Looking Forward to Lunch!
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Jan
22

January Chamber Celebration
11A @ Connection Point Church

Feb
26

State of the City Address
11A @ Connection Point Church

Mar
25

Phil LeVota - Jackson County Executive
11A @ RSECC

https://raytownchamber.chambermaster.com/events/details/january-2025-chamber-membership-luncheon-7732
https://raytownchamber.chambermaster.com/events/details/state-of-the-city-2026-february-membership-luncheon-7759
https://raytownchamber.chambermaster.com/events/details/march-2026-membership-luncheon-7782


18

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
 

3
 
 

4 5 6 7
 

8
 
Board of Director’s 
Mtg - 8a

9 10
 

11
 

12 13 14
 

15
 

16

Govt Relations 
Committee - 8a

17
 

18
 

19

MLK Day

20
 

21 22

Annual Chamber 
Celebration 
Luncheon @ 
Connection Point 
Church - 11a

23
 

24

25 26 27
 

28 29 30  31

January
2026

Upcoming Community Event?
Don’t forget the Chamber’s online FREE Community Calendar!

 

5909 RAYTOWN TRAFFICWAY
RAYTOWN, MO 64133-3860

 

816-353-8500   FAX 816-353-8525
RaytownChamber.com

 

https://raytownchamber.chambermaster.com/events/calendar/

